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My Gift 
By Ethel T. Vrooman 


HAT a wonderful gift God gave 
me, 
When He gave me this boy of mine! 
With his love and his faith so implicit 
As an inspiration divine 
To hold me to life’s highest purpose; 
Then who could betray such a trust? 
May God give me also the wisdom 
To be faithful, loving, and just. od 
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Fastest Growing 


Is it the acme of success when some- 
thing is growing faster than anything 
else of its kind? One would think so, 
judging from the use of the phrase 
“fastest growing” in advertising and 
promotional literature, even in Chris- 
tian circles. But certainly it is not so 
in nature. Grand old oaks, elms, and 
white pines are magnificent sights and 
worthy of leisurely contemplation, as 
they send down their strong roots like 
buttresses and spread their graceful 
branches for welcome shade. But it 
took more than a year to grow them, 
and it is often true that the value of 
lumber is in direct proportion to the 
Slowness of wth. Fine trees come 
down and boxlike houses go up whole- 


sale and fast in “new developments” to- 
day, but these sprawling communities 
are not always the most acceptable to 
thoughtful people, for it takes time to 
build good trees and houses. It is evi- 
dent that God takes time to producd 
some of the finest examples of His 
handiwork, such as mountains, lakes, 
streams, trees, precious metals, and 
jewels. The August issue of the Na- 
tional Geographic Magazine has an 
article entitled “How Old Is It?” on the 
method of determing age by carbon-14. 
It speaks again (as the magazine had 
done earlier this year) of the bristle- 
cone pines which are four thousand 
years old, and of a sequoia nearly three 
thousand years old which was felled in 
1874. While it was in the making the 
Bible was not the fastest growing book; 
the plan of redemption was not worked 
out hastily; and mature, mellow Chris- 
tians are not made overnight. In the 
realm of Christian work, we should be 
thankful when a movement or orgahi- 
zation has phenomenal growth that is 
due to obedience to God and His evi- 
dent blessing. Nearly everyone wants 
such growth, for it increases income 
and interest, sets people talking, and 
brings real‘results. But is the absence 
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of it reason for discouragement? Is 
there any encouragement for those in 
organizations not among the fastest 
growing? There is, in the analogy with 
nature and in the Scriptures themselves. 
The Apostle James urged his readers 
to “let patience have her perfect work” 
(1:4); and further wrote: “Be patient 
therefore, brethren, unto the coming of 
the Lord. Behold, the husbandman 
waiteth for the precious fruit of the 
earth, and hath long patience for it, 
until he receive the early and latter 
rain. Be ye also patient; stablish your 
hearts: for the coming of the Lord 
draweth nigh” (Jas. 5:7, 8). “The Lord 
is not slack concerning his promise, as 
some men count slackness; but is long- 
suffering to us-ward, not willing that 
any should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9). This 
explains God’s seeming delay in bring- 
ing this age of grace to a close. So, if 
you are doing God’s work in His way 
but seeing little growth, take heart, re- 
membering “that your labour is not in 
vain in the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58); and, 
“Thus saith the Lord God, the Holy One 
of Israel; In returning and rest shall. ye 
be saved; in quietness and in confidence 
shall be your strength .. .” (Isa. 30:15). 
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XVI. The Joy of Self-Sacrifice 


In the series, “Ourselves and Others,” by H. Clay Trumbull 


ELF-DENIAL is hard. Self-sacrifice 
is easy. Self-denial is liable to be 
painful and bitter, at the start. 
Self-sacrifice can be. and ought to be— 
it is when it is hearty and genuine— 
delightsome and joyous from first to 
last. Yet there are those who confound 
the primary distinction between self- 
denial and self-sacrifice, and who even 
now use the words interchangeably, 
widely different as they are in their 
true meaning. 
“Self-denial” is commonly defined as 
“the denial of one’s self; the forbearing 








. Comfort for Dark Days 





“When my heart is over- 
whelmed: lead me to the rock that 
is higher than I’ (Psa. 61:2b). 














{or the refusing] to gratify one’s own 
appetites or desires.” “Self-sacrifice” is 
defined as “the act of yielding up one’s 
own person, interests, or the like.” 
Even by these definitions a wide dis- 
tinction between the two acts is clearly 
indicated. It cannot be easy or pleas- 
ant, on the face of it, to deny one’s self 
or to refuse to gratify one’s appetites 
or desires. But it may be both easy and 
pleasant to yield, or to surrender, one’s 
self, one’s interests, one’s possessions, 
one’s powers, to another’s sway, or to a 
cause that seems worthy of one’s entire 
devotedness. Self-denial inevitably in- 
volves a battle with one’s self. Self- 
sacrifice does not necessarily call for a 
struggle; it may be, indeed, the cessa- 
tion of all conflict, and the glad and 
restful surrender of one’s whole being 
to an all-controlling impulse or passion. 
Self-sacrifice may, it is true, involve 
self-denial; and again it may not. In 
any event, the self-sacrifice itself can 
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be joyous, even though that which is 
incident to it, or consequent upon it, be 
painful and bitter. 

Beyond the surface meaning of the 
term “self-sacrifice,” there is, moreover, 
its. prirhitive, or its etymological, mean- 
ing, which goes to shape its bearing 
and to control its effects. “Self” is one’s 
own conscious entity. “Sacrifice” is 
from sacer, “sacred,” and facio, “to 
make” or “to perform”; hence, “to ren- 
der up as holy, or to devote sacredly.”* 
Hence “self-sacrifice” is literally to de- 
vote one’s self, with all that goes with 
or that belongs to one’s self, to a holy 
cause, or to a holy personality. And in 
this view of self-sacrifice, it ought not 
to be other than a glad and joyous de- 
votion. If, indeed, the devotion of self 
lacks the element of joyousness, it lacks 
the element of heartiness; and so, while 
it might pass for self-denial, it cannot 
_ pass for true self-sacrifice. 

It is a sad illustration of the perver- 
sion, if not of the degradation, of the 
human intellect and of the human char- 
acter, that is supplied in the fact that 
self-sacrifice—self-devotedness to that 
which is sacred and holy—has actually 
come to be looked upon so generally as 
synonymous with self-denial. It is as 
though a man were to say explicitly: 
“For me to be devoted to another in 
love, or in friendship; for me to be de- 
voted to my country, to the welfare of 
my fellow beings—or even to my God— 
is contrary to all my instinets and im- 
pulses and conscious desires. I do not 
want to be devoted to anyone or to 
anything outside of my immediate per- 
sonal self. In order to any sacred de- 
votedness I must subject myself to a 
constant denial of the real longings of 
my lower and of my stronger self.” 

Now even if this had to be recognized 
as the true—and, as human nature is, as 
the inevitable—state of the case, its 
simple and explicit recognition would 
tend to aid one in struggling against the 
disclosure and the continued existence 
of such a pitiable condition of affairs. 
But, thanks be to God, it is not true 
that self-sacrifice always involves con- 
scious self-denial, or always necessitates 
an obvious struggle with self.  Self- 
sacrifice is, in one form or another, the 
truest joy of every true man or true 
woman; and the truer one is in real 
manhood or in real womanhood, the 
more potent is the sway of self-sacrifice 
in his or her life course, and the less 


‘prominent in that sphere is the struggle ~ 


in the direction of self-denial. 

To love devotedly, and to deem one’s 
loving a sacred devotedness, is to be 
self-sacrifiting in love, but it is not nec- 
essarily to be consciously self-denying 
in one’s love; even though at times it 
may be so. A young mother, for ex- 
ample, is self-sacrificing in her love 
for her child. In the exhibit of her self- 
sacrificing love, she may have to deny 
herself sleep which her tired physical 
nature craves. 

The specific self-denial in this in- 
stance costs the mother a struggle; but 
the controlling self-sacrifice, of which 
the self-denial is an incident, does not. 
The one is not easy; the other is. The 
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one is not in itself a delight; the other 
is a real joy. And as the mother’s self- 
Sacrificing devotedness gains in power 
by its exercise—as all good is sure to 
gain—the sense of self-denial, or even 
the need of self-denial as such, is less 
and less; the very self of the devoted 
one coming into subjection to, or into 
conformity with, the spirit and purpose 
of the self-sacrificing—the self-surren- 
dered—devotion in love. 

The young patriot, who is swayed by 
a self-sacrificing devotion to his coun- 
try in its peril, may have to deny him- 
self daily while in the course of his 
training as a soldier; but because of the 
all-swaying power of his hearty and joy- 
ous self-sacrifice, as a patriotic soldier, 
he hardly thinks of the incidental self- 
denial involved in its exhibit. And by 
and by the sorrowful self-denial on his 
part is practically at an end; being 
overwhelmed by, and swallowed up in, 
his gladsome self-sacrifice. So, again, 
is it with the young student, in training 
for a part in an intercollegiate boat 
race. Any self-denial in the course of 
his training is of minor importance, in 
his mind, in comparison with his self- 
sacrifice, or with his self-devotedness, in 
behalf of the college of which he is a 
joyous representative. 

(Continued on page 720) 
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Notes on Open Letters 


“No Man Hath Seen God” 


Will you reconcile “face to face” of 
Genesis 32:30; Exodus 33:11; Deuter- 
onomy 5:4; Numbers 12:8; with John 
1:18? 

Scofield and others are not sufficient 
for a young Presbyterian Christian 
mother in her arguments with an aunt 
who has become a Christian. Scientist. 
The above is the most difficult hurdle 
[put in the way of] the young mother 
who is greatly distressed —A Virginia 
_reader. 


In considering passages of this kind, 
believers stand on the fact that the 
Bible does not contradict itself, and 
that therefore there must be an expla- 
nation, though they may not always be 
able to find it; while unbelievers start 
with the assumption that the Bible does 
contradict itself, and that therefore 
there is no solution for an apparent dis- 
crepancy of this kind. Further, it. is 
well to remember that Christians can- 
not always give skeptics answers to 
their captious questions that will fully 
satisfy them, for “the natural man re- 
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God: for they are foolishness unto him: 
neither can he know them, because they 
are spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14). 

The words in the texts cited that are 
pertinent to this discussion are as fol- 
lows: Jacob said, “For I have seen God 
face to face”; “And the Lord spake unto 
Moses face to face, as a man speaketh 
unto his friend”; “The Lord talked with 
you face to face in the mount out of 
the midst of the fire”; “With him 
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{Moses} will I speak mouth to mouth, 
even apparently, and not in dark 
speeches; dnd the similitude of the Lord 
shall he beheld”; “No man hath seen 
God at any time; the only begotten 
Son, which is in the bosom of the 
Father, he hath declared him.” 

Alongside these should be placed the 
words of the Lord Jesus to the Samar- 
itan woman, “God is a Spirit: and 
they that worship him must worship him 
in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). A 
spirit cannot be seen unless he takes 
a human form, as in the theophanies 
in the Old Testament and in the Incar- 
nation in the New. 

When Jacob said, “I have seen God 
face to face,” it was at dawn, just after 
he had wrestled with a strong man 
through a good part of the night. God 
assumed human form in order to hum- 
ble and bless Jacob. 

When it is said that “the Lord spake 
unto Moses face to face, as a man 


speaketh unto his friend,” it is not said 


that Moses saw the Lord. The most 
intimate communion is implied and 
doubtless Moses heard the Lord’s voice, 
as Adam and Eve did (Gen. 3:8). 

In the Deuteronomy passage, Moses 
is reviewing the story given in Exodus 
and the meaning would be the same. 

It is noteworthy that,:in the Numbers 
passage, the Lord said He would “speak 
mouth to mouth, even apparently, and 
not in dark speeches” with Moses; “and 
the similitude of the Lord. shall he be- 
hold”—not actually the essential being 
of the Lord Himself. It would indeed 
be a hardened unbeliever who would 
accuse the Lord Jesus of lying when 
He said, “No man hath seen God at 
any time.” Christ said, “I am the way, 
the truth, and the life” (John 14:6); and 
the officers who were sent to arrest 
Him came back to the chief priests and 
Pharisees and reported, “Never man 
spake like this man” (John 7:46). The 
words of the Lord Jesus concerning 
the impossibility of seeing God must 
be taken in their fullest sense: that no 
one has seen or can see God in His' total 
being. Dr. Scofield’s explanation would 
be satisfactory to most believers in the 
Bible as God’s Word and in Christ as 
the only begotten Son of God: “The 
divine essence, God, in His own triune 
Person, no human being in the flesh 
has seen. But God, veiled in angelic 
form, and especially as incarnate in 
Jesus Christ, has been seen of men 
(Gen. 18:2, 22; John 14:8, 9).” 

Here are explanations of other com- 
mentators: 

“No man—No one’. . . hath seen God 
at any time—that is, by immediate gaze; 
by direct, naked perception” (Jamieson, 
Fausset and Brown). 

“This intimates, (1) That the nature 
of God being spiritual, He is invisible 
to bodily eyes, He is a being whom no 
man hath seen, nor can see (1 Tim. 6: 
16). We have therefore need to live 
by faith, by which we see him that 
is invisible (Heb. 11:27)” (Matthew 
Henry). 

The extensive notes in Lange’s Com- 
mentary on these various passages also 
lead to this same conclusion. 
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Lesson for October 19 
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ll. Flame of Fire 


How Jim Elliot set his affection on things above 


“Then flew one of the seraphims unto 
me, having a live coal in his hand, 
which he had taken with the tongs from 
off the altar: and he laid it upon my 
mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched 
thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken 
away, and thy sin purged” (Isa. 6:6, 7). 


IRECTION was given in answer 

to Jim’s prayer for guidance for 

the summer, which he had re- 
corded several months earlier: 

“Guidance for Israel in their wan- 
dering was unquestionable (Num. 9). 
There could be no doubt if God wished 
them to move. Shall my Father be less 
definite with me? I cannot believe so. 
Often I doubt, for I cannot see, but 
surely the Spirit will lead as definitely 
as the pillar of cloud. I must be as 
willing to remain as to go, for the pres- 
ence of God determines the where- 
abouts of His people. ‘Where I am, 
there shall also my servant be.’ Very 
well, Lord—what of this summer?” 

In July, 1948, Jim and three other 
Wheaton students, Dave Howard, Roger 
Lewis, and Verd Holsteen traveled to- 
gether as a Gospel team, representing 
the Foreign Missions Fellowship. The 
itinerary took’ them through the Mid- 
western states, from Michigan to Mon- 
tana, where they spoke in churches, 
Bible conferences, camps, and schools, 
presenting to young people the need of 
a life given wholly to the Lord. They 
emphasized the responsibility of the 
Church to the tribes who have never 
heard of Christ. Jim did not want this 
trip to be just another “junket.” 


Flame Is Transient 

“‘THe makes] His ministers a flame 
of fire,” he wrote. “Am I ignitible? 
God deliver me from the dread asbestos 
of ‘other things.’ Saturate me with 
the oil of the Spirit that I may be 
aflame. But flame is transient, often 
short-lived. Canst thou bear this, my 
soul—short life? In me there dwells 
the Spirit of the Great Short-Lived, 
whose zeal for God’s house consumed 
Him. And he has promised baptism 
with the Spirit and with Fire. ‘Make 
me Thy fuel, Flame of God.’” 

That prayer was answered jimmedi- 
ately and also ultimately. Dave writes: 

“During those weeks the Lord did a 
work in our own hearts, and to this day 
I can hear Jim preaching with a passion 
which I have seldom seen in anyone 
else. Several years later, when I was 
representing missions among students, 
more than once I ran into young people 
in colleges or Bible schools around the 
country who had originally responded 
to God’s claims as a result of Jim’s 
preaching on the F.M.F. trip, and who 
are now preparing for missionary serv- 
ice.” 


This is a reprint of Chapter V in the 
new book, “Shadow of the Almighty 
—the Life and Testament of Jim 
Elliot,” used by kind permission of 
the publishers, Harper & Brothers, 
New York ($3.75). It contains many 
pictures of Jim, his family and 
friends, and a few of Betty and their 
little daughter, Valerie. One more 
chapter (the 18th), describing Jim’s 
voyage to Ecuador in his own words, 
will be reprinted in next week’s 
issue. 








The following are excerpts from his 
journal of that trip: 

“Father, let me be weak that I might 
loose my clutch on everything temporal. 
My life, my reputation, my possessions, 
Lord, let me loose the tension of the 
grasping hand. Even, Father, would I 
lose the love of fondling. How often I 
have released a grasp only to retain 
what I prized by ‘harmless’ longing, 
the fondling touch.’ Rather, open my 
hand -to receive the nail of Calvary, as 
Christ’s was opened—that I, releasing 
all, might be released, unleashed from 
all that binds me now. He thought 
Heaven, yea, equality with God, not a 
thing to be clutched at. So let me re- 
lease my grasp.” 

“Have had much struggle of soul 
lately—doubts as to the truth of God's 
care for the world, springing I think 
from so little evidence of His power in 
the Gospel. Comforted mightily yester- 
day morning by realizing that the rest 
of faith is upon fact, and that especially 
in the Resurrection of Christ. If he be 
not raised from the dead, my faith is 
vain.” 

“Father, make of me a crisis man. 
Bring those I contact to decision. Let 
me not be a milepost on a single road; 
make me a fork, that men must turn 
one way or another on facing Christ in 
me.” 


Occupied With Christ 

And a letter to his mother, dated 
August 16, 1948, typical in its occupation 
with Christ of so many which he wrote 
over the years, I quote in full: 

“Beloved Mother et al: This will 
likely be my last letter home before I 
get there, I hope. It seems hard to 
write of news on the road somehow. 
We have been held up all afternoon get- 
ting repairs on the brake, so that We are 
now late forga meeting in an Indian res- 
ervation up in Red Lake, Minn. I type 
while we travel because it is exceed- 
ingly difficult to find time to write while 
we are staying in homes. Dave is read- 
ing Hudson Taylor’s ‘Life’ while I am 
trying to get the gist of his reading 
while I write. 

“I simply cannot explain what God 
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is doing for us in this trip. I now begin 
to see why the Lord led me on this 
fresh experience of nightly ministering 
. . . [to see] the secrets of His working 
‘in me mightily,’ as Paul puts it. More 
when I get home. How unworthy a 
servant I have been, how absolutely in- 
sufficient to be given the Word of Rec- 
onciliation. But God is so very wise, 
I dare not ask, ‘Why hast Thou made 
me thus?’ The boys have stopped read- 
ing and Roj has burst into his powerful 
baritone with ‘Beyond the Sunset,’ in- 
spired by the blazing throes of the dy- 
ing sun which sprawls bloody riot in 
the western sky. Beautiful. I think I 
have never so enjoyed a sunset as the 
one we saw last evening. We are quite 
far north here and saw the northern 
lights the other night. Yesterday we 
had four services and a radio broadcast 
this morning. What glory to be weary 
in the work of the Kingdom! 

“From the last few letters I discover 
that all mention your physical con- 
dition, Madre. I do hope I can be of 
some encouragement. What have we 
down here, ‘unclothed,” anyhow? Oh, 
that we might be clothed upon with the 
glory of the Son of God. We shall be 
changed! Doesn’t that grip you? I 
wish it were possible to transmit the 
inner flow of peace and power, the 
comfort the thought of translation has 
become to me. Of the fiesh and its 
false emotions I have quite had my fill. 
Of Jesus I cannot seem to get enough. 
Thank God, though, He does not thwart 
the soul’s desire for Himself, but only 
whets the desire, intensifying, sublimat- 
ing. Oh, Mother, in patience possess 
your soul. He is on the threshold, wait- 
ing for His lovers to rouse themselves 
to answer His~ knock. Maranatha! 
Hallelujah! Lift up your heads. Soon 
shall the cup of glory wash down earth's 
bitterest woes. The dawn of Heaven 
breaks. There is balm in Gilead. 

“We are nearing our destination again. 
Oh that the power of God would again 
give us assurance of His working in us 
mightily. I have trouble keeping the 
prophet’s spirit subject to the prophet. 
The spirit is liquid and easily flows and 
surges, sinking and boiling with the 
currents of circumstances. Bringing 
every thought into the obedience of 
Christ is no easy-chair job. 


A Witness Everywhere 

“Tuesday morning—Glad to get the 
opportunity to preach the Gospel of the 
matchless grace of our God to stoical, 
pagan Indians. Oh what a privilege to 
be made a minister of the things of the 
‘happy God’! I only hope that He will 
let me preach to those who have never 
heard that name Jesus. What else is 
worth while in this life? I have heard 
of nothing better. ‘Lord, sevd me!’ 
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‘Let us our feebleness recline 

On that eternal love of Thine, 
And human thoughts forget: 
Childlike attend what Thou wilt say, 
Nor leave our sweet retreat.’ 


—Love, Jimmy.” 


The journal continues on August 23: 

“I write on board the train, having 
just finished “The Growth of a Soul,” 
the life of Hudson Taylor. The month’s 
trip is over and I trust eternity will re- 
veal fruit for the effort. I have not 
known before such freedom in minister- 
ing. Surely prayer has been heard and 
answered. What a mystery of grace 
that God should allow me to take up 
the Sword to battle, being such a child. 
And this childishness today’s soul-twist- 
ings well demonstrate. Boarded at 
Billings about 5:30 A.M. and slept fit- 
fully till nine. Woke with the realiza- 
tion that I am in Satan’s realm still. 
One woman near me seemed to encour- 
age the red-eyed imp Desire, and oh, 
how base and hateful I think of myself 
‘now having prayed and read some of 
the Word. What will Hell be like, en- 
raged by unslaked Lust and made seven 
times hotter with the vengeance of an 
outraged God? Oh to think of these 
men and women, these happy boys and 
girls going there. Father, save them, I 
pray; grace only makes me _ differ. 
When will the Spirit’s power make me 
a witness of the things which I have 
seen and heard? - 

“Slept through the Continental Di- 
vide and awoke to find streams run- 
ning west instead of east. Now a 
friendly river is ruffled by playful winds. 
The beauty of the West cannot be writ- 
ten, so high is it it can hardly be en- 
joyed in its fullness. The battling of 
trees for foothold among castle crags, 
the thunder wars in distant mountains, 
the casual meadows, and the great rock 
laminations twisted weirdly and left 
clutching at the heavens—who can know 
these but the one who knows the Forger 
of the Lion and Enfolder of the Lamb? 

“Was sensitively touched at reading of 
H. Taylor’s love victory. I cannot 
understand man, even a godly man. 
Having been conquered by a power un- 
seen and willingly owning the sway of 
the Absolute, thus ‘finding himself’ and 
satiating the ultimate longings of his 
breast, he can ache with a perfect fury 
to be subjugated still further to the rule 
of a woman’s love. Or perhaps it is his 
desire to possess, having been strangely 
dispossessed by owning Christ as Lord. 
And within I feel the very’ same. Oh 
that Christ were All ‘and Enough for 
me. He is supposed to be, . . . but oh, 
to be swept away in.a flood of consum- 
ing passion for Jesus, that all desire 
might be sublimated to Him. 

“Copied out a few lines from Max- 
well’s ‘Born Crucified’ yesterday, which 
I must learn: 


‘The Cross falls like a two-edged sword 
Of heavenly temper keen, 

And double were the wounds it made 
Where’er it glanced between. 

’"Twas death to sin, ’twas life 

To all who mourned for sin. 

It kindled and it silenced strife, 

Made war and peace within.’ ”’ 


Jim arrived home in Portland on the 
24th, and was there only a few days 
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before going to a Bible conference in 
California, and from there back to 
Wheaton. On August 28 he wrote this 
letter to his brother: 

“Dear brother Bert: Saturday is at its 
peak here at 7272.* The girls are argu- 
ing in the kitchen over where they will 
each bake their cookies so that they 
will not be in each other’s way. This 
pastry feud arises from an undefined 
idea which has led to much food being 
served at ‘sings’ at the Elliot house. I 
cannot say that I understand just why 
so much worry is expended over such 
menials, but the: women say that eats 
are an absolute essential, so there is no 
use talking. How I wish we could 
enter into the Saviour’s meaning when 
He spoke of meat which they knew not 
of. Notice, He was actually refusing 
food which they brought from the city 
because He had an opportunity to do His 
Father’s will. But this, of course, if 
carried to any sort of conclusion would 
make us all very hungry for meat which 
perishes and the discomfort would 
doubtless stumble some. I have come 
to believe a little in the apostolic prin- 
ciple of ‘fasting, though I cannot say 
that I have entered into it with much 
fervor. But we must remember that 
‘good eating’ is as much taught against 
in the New Testament as is idolatry or 
physical violence. Ministry of this sort 
would bring a man into disrepute and 
gain for him the term ‘fanatic’ so we 
can shy away from preaching it, I sup- 
pose! Oh, what vacillating, half-way 
slovens, dolts, and boors we are when 
it comes to careful and practical appli- 
cation of the more delicate demands of 
our Christianity. I have found that 
fasting is a tool for use as a ‘pry’ on the 
Great Inscrutable’s heart; when He sees 
one earnest enough in his pursuit of 
holiness that he -neglects his daily food 
for prayer, He must be amazed and 
cannot help but honor such simple sac- 
rifice. Hmmm—long enough on this— 
and all from cookies in the kitchen, too. 

“I could not help but be disappointed 
somewhat to learn of your remaining 
in Arkansas for a time yet. However, 
the Lord is teaching me to say with the 
psalmist, ‘I delight to do thy will,’ in- 
stead of the usual, ‘Well, I suppose it’s 
the Lord’s will so we'll just have to put 
up with it.” Oh the delirium of con- 
sciously being in the will of the Master: 
what joy, brother! And this brings a 
knowledge of His presence and this af- 
fords rest. ‘My presence shall go with 
thee, and I will give thee rest.’ 

“Last night was the crowning event 
of Patricia’s girlhood dreams. And like 
dream-fulfillment it did indeed appear! 
Not even the finery of the wildest of 
Poe’s fantasies could have been more 
gratifying to the aesthetic sensibilities. 
Glows and sparkles, pastels and flowing 
mesh veils with hats as delicate as the 
wings of dragon-flies, candle-glimmer 
and shuddering organ strains, smiles and 
laughter and a sweeping spirit of affa- 
bility upon every handclasp. Amalek 
assumes some subtle attitudes. I would 
have no complaints were I not dread- 
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fully jealous for the person in whose 
name all this is carried on. Power we 
lack; paint we have in abundance, 
Somehow, I have not learned the poor 
simple Galilean to take on such airs, 
Well, one benefit I found was that 
everyone was in a mood, to talk and 
this afforded some good opportunities 
for quiet ministration. I pray that the 
sweetness of the Spirit will purge out 
the pride I sense arising as I write these 
comments. Oh, for grace in the inward 
parts, holiness unto the Lord. 

“Colleen [Bert’s fiancée] was impos- 
ing as.a Roman matron. She has a great 
soul and I sense in her a rising above 
these paltry and beggarly things of the 
seen world. Deal cautiously with her, 
Bert, she is as a railroadman’s watch— 
great gold, and somewhat cumbersome, 
but full of good works, honest, and well- 
regulated. She is all woman, and will 
doubtless emit some yet unforeseen ec- 
centricities as well as some deep-buried 
beauties. Eve’s daughters are as flowers 
and none can ever say they are through 
unfolding. And what man can predict 
the consummate end of such a life when 
its ultimate center is Sharon’s Rose? 

“Your exercise for Peru intrigues me 
no end. It is this I wanted most to 
discuss with you as I have felt a shift- 
ing burden from Latin American inter- 
ests to Oriental fields, more particularly 
India. I cannot say why, but only that 
the sad neglect of the North American 


‘assemblies weighs heavily upon me. 


We have, to date, Two brethren from 
North America, in a country of 400,- 
000,000! More than all the people in 
North and South America and Africa 
combined! 

“And then, too, I wanted to fellow- 
ship with you before the Throne and 
in ‘holy discourse’ as Wesley used to 
put &..... 

“I am not at all sure of the move- 
ments of the next two weeks. Dad 
wants to go to the Oakland conference 
and I should be in Wheaton to register 
for the draft again by September 12. 
If you have any plans please let me 
know. Perhaps you could come to 
Wheaton for a brief visit. This shall 
be before the Lord. 

“Must get into the Book for a little 
defrosting. God make us 
a rh like the Tishbite, like the Baptist, 


Cast in a rare and apostolic mold.’ 
In the clutches of the Cross, 
Jim.” 
(To be continued) 


s 


The Joy of Self-Sacrifice 
(Continued from second page) 


Whenever, in fact, an all-absorbing 
devotedness has control of a man’s af- 
fections and purposes, his consequent 
self-sacrifice in that direction practi- 
cally precludes the idea of self-denial 
in the same direction. Self is forgotten, 
in love for that which is far dearer than 
self. The busy man who finds not a 
minute to spare from his pressing office 
duties, and who would deem it an act 
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of self-denial to give audience to any 
ordinary visitor, springs with delight 
from his seat at the entrance of one 
whom he loves devotedly in a self-sac- 
tificing friendship. There is no thought 
of self-denial in the glad surrender of 
his time in such an instance; his self- 
surrender is but a joyous self-sacrifice. 
So it is with one who makes glad gifts 
to a loved one in proof of his self-sacri- 
ficing devotedness to the recipient. So, 
moreover, it is with every self-forgetful 
devotee, everywhere and always. 

No one of us wishes another to exer- 
cise self-denial gn his account. But any 
one of us might well be glad to know 
that he is loved by another with a self- 
surrendering devotedness; a devoted- 
ness so hearty and entire that its every 
exhibit gives unalloyed joy to the self- 
sacrificing loving one. And as we might 
rejoice to be loved, so likewise we are 
to find our joy in loving. The most 
joyous persons on the face of the earth 
are those who love with a self-forgetful, 
self-sacrificing love; not those who are 
thus loved, but those who thus love. 

As it is manward, so it is Godward. 
There is practically no conscious self- 
denial in intelligent right-minded and 
all-controlling self-sacrifice toward God. 
Loving God as we ought to love Him— 
as we shall love Him if we. give Him 
due thought in His relation to ourselves 
—we can only joy in the privilege of 
showing our love for Him in every way 
possible; and then the more we can do 
for Him, or endure for Him, the more 
we shall have of joy in the exhibit of 
our prevailing self-sacrifice toward Him. 

Just here it is that the Jews of old 
were constantly making the mistake 
that is so common among Christians 
today. God had shown to them that 
they might evidence their self-devoted- 
ness to Him by bringing their offerings 
as sacrifices to His sanctuary. They 
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fell into the error of looking upon these 


* proofs of their devotedness as having a 


value because of their intrinsic worth. 
They practically lost sight of the essen- 
tial difference there is between self- 
denial and self-sacrifice. 

Therefore it was that the Lord, by 
His prophets, repeatedly reminded His 
people of the true import of all sacri- 
fices, and of the folly of looking at» them 
in any other light. “To what purpose 
is the multitude of your sacrifices unto 
me? ...I delight not in the blood of 
bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats. .. . 
Bring no more vain oblations. . . . Cease 


to do evil; learn to do well; seek judg-° 


ment, relieve the oppressed, judge the 
fatherless, plead for the widow.” “Offer 
the sacrifices of righteousness, and put 
your trust in the Lord.” And it was in 
this view of the truth that the man 
after God’s own heart could say in all 
earnestness, “The sacrifices of God are 
a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite 
heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.” 
“And now éhall my head be lifted up 
above mine enemies round about me; 
therefore will I offer in his tabernacle 
sacrifices of joy; I will sing, yea, I will 
sing praises unto the Lord.” 

Not as an act of self-denial, but as an 
act of loving self-surrender, is the Chris- 
tian believer called upon to devote 
himself wholly and heartily unto God. 
“I beseech you, therefore, brethren,” 
says the apostle, “by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bodies a liv- 
ing [and a loving] sacrifice, holy, ac- 
ceptable unto God, which is your rea- 
sonable [and- which ought to be your 
joyous] service.” He who rightly heeds 
that injunction has no thought of self- 
denial in so doing. It is only, in fact, 
where devoted love is lacking, Godward 
or manward, that self-sacrifice is in any 


true sense to be reckoned as self-denial. * 


(To be continued) 


V. The False Doctrine of Transubstantiation 


Does Rome teach the real presence of Christ 
in the Communion elements? 


AS the priest or his church re- 
sponsible for transubstantiation? 
From a bulletin of a Roman Catholic 
church in Wisconsin comes the follow- 
ing statement: “During the past few 
months there have been a number of 
people leaving the church a few min- 
utes after they have received Holy 
Communion at 6.15 on First Friday. 
This is a great dishonor to our Blessed 
Lord. The Church tells us that Jesus 
remains in our bodies fifteen minutes 
after we have réceived Holy Commun- 
ion; that means that our thanksgiving 
Ought to be at least fifteen minutes 
long and that we should not leave the 
church until our Lord is no longer with 
PR 
Some, on reading this, would imme- 
diately blame the priest for such sac- 
Tilegious nonsense, without realizing 
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that the priest is but a slave to the 
teaching of his church. It is the Romish 
system that is to blame for this, and 
for all that is involved in the doctrine 
of transubstantiation. 

Some are utterly shocked to read a 
statement such .as that made by the 
priest, and therefore it seems necessary 
to shed light on this subject. The 
Roman Church teaches that every time 
the priest celebrates mass, and repeats 
the formula, Hoc est enim corpus Meum 
(“This is My body”), the bread is so 
transubstantiated that it immediately 
becomes. the literal Christ—His body 
and blood, His bones and nerves, and 
His soul and divinity. This is clearly 
taught’ in all Rome’s treatises on this 
subject. Canon I of the Council of 
Trent, reads: 

“If any shall deny that in the sacra- 
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ment of the most holy Eucharist, there 
is contained truly, really and substan- 
tially the body and blood, together 
with the soul and divinity of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, but shall say that he is 
only in it in sign or figure, or power, 
let him be accursed.” 

For the priest to say differently from 
what he did say, would bring him under 
the curse of his own church. 

The reason the priest spoke of those 
having “received Holy Communion” be- 
ing guilty of “a great dishonor to our 
Blessed Lord,” is because he believes 
as the Roman church teaches, that 
every wafer-bread is an entire Christ, 
that is, after consecration. Conse- 
quently, every communicant in a Ro- 
man church is taught that he receives, 
not bread, but the literal Christ. Car- 
dinal Mudelein, at the Congress in 
Chicago, in explaining transubstantia- 
tion, said, “Under the species of bread, 
there is the flesh and blood, soul and 
divinity of Jesus Christ. The same 
Christ that hung on the cross and died 
for our salvation’ etc. This is the 
Christ which the communicant receives 
into his mouth and into his body. Says 
the Roman church, through the priest 
of the Wisconsin church, this wafer- 
bread is “our Blessed Lord” within the 
communicant, to whom he does “great 
dishonor” if he fails to reverence Him 
by remaining in the church for fifteen 
minutes after communion. 

The Roman church goes so far as to 
say that the creature receiving the con- 
secrated wafer is actually incorporated 
with God. In the “Canon of the Mass,” 
which every priest uses, the priest re- 
peats the prayer, “May thy body, O 
Lord, which I have received, and the 
blood which I have drunk, cleave to 
my bowels (adhaereat visceribus meis) ; 
and grant that no stain of. sin may re- 
main in me” (The Missal). The thought 
of the literal Jesus Christ cleaving to 
the bowels is too offensive to contem- 
plate, but it is Romanism in its naked 
awfulness. 

One would hold back in horror from 
discussing such a subject, but since the 
Roman priest in question has publicized 
it, it seems necessary to expose the 
blasphemous logic of such teaching. In 
an authoritative work of 772 pages, en- 
titled “The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 
—Dogmatically, Liturgically and As- 
cetically Explained,” by the Rev. Dr. 
Nicholas Gihr, dated 1924, bearing the 
full imprimatur, we find this statement: 
“In Communion we receive in reality 
into our mouth the human nature of 
Christ, we truly eat his flesh and truly 
drink his blood” (pp. 745, 746). _— 

“The Universal Dictionary of the Eng- 
lish Language” explains “cannibalism” 
as meaning a “habit of eating human 
flesh” and “a cannibal” as a “human 
being who eats human flesh.” The 
reader is asked to be somewhat indul- 
gent while we give some awful quota- 
tions from authorized textbooks of the 
Roman church. We do this, however, 
with the prayer that our Heavenly 
Father may open the eyes of those who 


(Continued on page 724) 


Jim arrived home in Portland on the 
24th, and was there only a few days 
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minute to spare from his pressing omice 
duties, and who would deem it an act 
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Useful Methods in Sunday School Work 


Making visitation, examinations, clubs, and singing more interesting 


Using a Tape Recorder 


By Julie McDonald 


AVE you ever excused yourself 

from church visitation by protest- 
ing, “Oh, I just wouldn’t know what to 
say!” and suggesting somebody else? 
The invention of the tape recorder has 
made this excuse obsolete. 

Maybe you think your minister is 
marvelous, but when you go to call on 
prospective church. members, you just 
cannot find the words to tell them how 
much you appreciate his sermons and 
many fine qualities. 

With a tape recorder, all that’s neces- 
sary is to introduce yourself, invite them 
to come to church, and give them a 
sample of your minister’s excellence by 
plugging in the recorder and flipping 
a switch or two. Simple? Nothing to it! 

Is somie member of your congregation 
too ill to come to church? You can 
take church to him by recording the 
worship service, and playing the tape 
back in his home at a convenient time. 
Hearing the sermon and music from his 
own church will bring a warm, personal 
satisfaction he cannot find in the very 
best broadcasted services. 

Shut-ins confined to their homes for 
many years are: finding that the tape 
recorder brings them back into a closer 
fellowship with the congregation they 
have missed for so long. 

When a friend left for the mission 
field, she took a tape recorder with 
her and left one with her mother. Now 
they are busy “talking” letters to each 
other. At Christmas time, the majestic 
Strains of Handel’s “Messiah” from a 
full orchestra and two hundred voices 
were heard at a remote post in Africa, 
thanks to the tape recorder. The mis- 
sionaries are never cut off from the 
dear sounds of home, and their families 
in this country can share their new 
experiences more fully. 

The tape recorder has many other 
uses in church life. The minister can 
avoid writer’s cramp by composing his 
sermons on tape. On many of the oc- 
casions when he wishes he were two 
people, the recorder can bring his mes- 
Sage to one group, while he appears 
before another. 

The choir finds the tape recorder is 
a strict teacher. No mistake escapes 
it, ard, when an anthem is played back 
in rehearsal, the singers can easily hear 
that which must be corrected and im- 
proved. 

Church suppers and fellowship gath- 
erings benefit by a background of soft 
music, and the use of the tape recorder 
frees the hard-working pianist or or- 
ganist to enjoy the occasion with 
everyone else. 

Any memorable occasion in the life 


of the church can be recorded and en- 
joyed many times. 

Church youth groups find the recorder 
useful for obtaining varied program ma- 
terial. If another group presents an 
appealing program, it can be recorded 
and brought back to the whole fellow- 
ship. 

The tape recorder is not an all-pur- 
pose answer to every church need. It 
will not visit the sick on its own power, 
or gather material on its own initiative. 
It will never replace the church worker, 
and it needs dedicated Christian thought 
to put it to use in the best possible way 
for a wider outreach, Now we have 
electronic help in spreading the Good 
News! 


DAVENPORT, Iowa. 
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Examinations That Are Fun 


By Marie M. Chapman 


OW much do you put across to your 
pupils during the half hour or so 
in which you may be imparting much 
of the Bible knowledge they will have 
a chance to learn during a week? There 
is one way to find out: Give the class 


“an examination. 


An examination will reveal to the 
alert teacher whether or not the class 
is grasping the lessons as they are 
taught—and before the Intermediate 
teacher next year finds out how little 
the Juniors learned the year before! 

Reminiscent of school-day fright over 
sudden, unexpected tests, the average 
Sunday school pupil might shy away 
from the idea of an examination. How- 
ever, there are many ways examinations 
may be camouflaged. 


At the end of a quarter’s lessons, for 


example, 
games: 
Confining the questions to lessons 


try one or more of these 


‘studied during the past quarter, select 


one pupil as “king,” seating him on the 
“throne” in the middle of the room. A 
cardboard crown will set him apart and 
add importance to his position. The 
others question the king concerning the 
lessons, and as long as he can answer 
correctly, he stays on the throne. When 
he cannot answer a question, the one 
asking it may take his place, provided 
the questioner knows the answer. 

Mix up the letters in the names of 
leading characters in lessons studied 
in recent weeks, and put the scrambled 
names on the blackboard. Provide each 
pupil with pencil and paper to unscram- 
ble the names and write them down. 

A large outline map of the Bible lands 
where the lessons were centered is 
placed at the front of the room. Small 
pictures identified with each lesson 


should be clipped from lesson leaflets 
and be available. As you hold up each 
picture, you may ask, “Who can pin this 


picture on the map where the story 
took place?” If Scotch Tape is used in- 
stead of pins, this project can result in 
an attractive picture-map for future 
reference. 

With the teacher or a pupil as M. C, 
let each pupil in turn select a folded 
question from a plate or basket, read it 
aloud, and give his answer, if possible. 
Each time he answers correctly, the pu- 
pil may keep the question slip of paper. 
The plate or basket is passed several 
times, and the one who has been able 
to keep the most question slips is de- 
clared winner. 

There are also types of written tests 
that may be made interesting and will 
show in black and white which lessons 
did not “take” as they were taught. 

Write out copies of a statement con- 
cerning a part of a lesson studied, leav- 
ing blanks in place of important words. 
The pupils then fill in the blanks. 

Pupils are provided with papers and 
pencils. They begin by listing on the 
page numbers from one to ten. As the 
teacher reads aloud some statements 
about the lessons learned, the pupils 
write “true” or “false” beside each num- 
ber. 

As in an old-fashioned spelling bee, 
pupils line up in even sides facing each 
other. When individuals correctly an- 
swer a question asked by the teacher, 
they remain in line. When they fail to 
answer, they must sit down. The win- 
ning side is the one with the largest 
number of players standing at the end 
of a given time. 

These games are fun for the pupils, 
and at the same time will discover for 
the teacher whether the lessons have 
been “caught” as well as taught. 


MURFREESBORO, TENN. 
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A Successful Sunday School 
Girls’ Club 


By Edith D. Rogers 


E HAD a very successful Girls’ 
club, including the girls (ages 12 

to 14) of our Sunday school. First of 
all, we announced to the classes that a 
girls’ club would be organized, on a 
weekday after school, in the Primary 
room of the Sunday school building. 
The first meeting we had four girls 
present so we spent our time explaining 
what we hoped to do, and asked each 
girl to bring at least one other girl with 
her to the next meeting. The second 
meeting we had ten present, so enrolled 
each one with name, address, and birth- 
day. The third meeting we had fifteen 
in attendance and we organized, elect- 
ing president, vice-president, secretary, 
treasurer, social committee, pianist, and 
song leader. As new girls came in we 
appointed more committees so as not to 
leave anyone without something to do. 
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At this meeting we also chose a name, 
“Willing Workers”; our theme song 
“Work for the Night Is Coming”; motto, 
“Do all things with diligence”; and our 
colors, purple and gold. 

Every fourth meeting we had a party, 
which paid off for it kept up interest 
and enthusiasm, and kept the girls com- 
ing. The social committee appointed 
different ones to have charge of the 


* games, and two hostesses for each party 


to serve punch and cookies, financed 
from the treasury. 

The programs for the meetings were 
one hour long, and consisted of choruses 
and songs the girls knew; prayer; roll 
call by the secretary answered with a 
Scripture verse (optional, not compul- 
sory); collection by the treasurer; and 
usually a special number by some of the 
girls. They practiced solos, duets, ang 
trios. And we had special numbers by 
any who played instruments. They 
seemed to enjoy this part of the pro- 
gram very much. Then last but not 
least we had a Bible lesson. Sometimes 
this was am object lesson or flannel- 
graph lesson. We started with a series 
entitled, “Learning To Pray the Bible 
Way.” 

At our first party we Had secured the 
names of all the ladies of the missionary 
society and the church that wanted to 
participate by being a mystery mother. 
But we told the girls only that each 
had a mystery mother from whom she 
would be hearing soon. The mothers 
had the name, address, and birth dates 
of their mystery daughters and could 
mail letters direct; but since the names 
of their mothers were kept from the 
girls, they addressed their letters to 
“Mystery Mother,” and their letters and 
all packages went through the hands of 
the sponsor, who had a complete list of 
all names, addresses, and birthdays. 

There was real excitement and pleas- 
ure as the letters, birthday cards, and 
Some packages were exchanged. But 


‘the most excitement of all came when 


it was time for the names of the mothers 
to be revealed. A party was planned. 
Each girl decorated a box about the size 
of a shoe box, and, a few days before 
the party, the boxes were delivered to 
the mothers to whom the daughters be- 
longed. Then the night of the party the 
mothers filled the boxes with lunch for 
two. All lunches were similar—sand- 
wiches, potato chips, and cookies. 
Punch and dessert were furnished by 
the club. 

After all had arrived, games were 
played by the girls while the boxes 
were placed on the decorated tables by 
the mothers. There was seating for two 
beside each box. Then the girls were 
called in and each took her place by her 
own box. Then the names of the 
mothers were read and thus the mothers 
were revealed. Gifts were exchanged, 
and all adjourned to the church audito- 
rium for a program. It was a home- 


talent program, ending with a hymn by 
the mothers and prayer. 

This plan had provided so much fun 
for everyone that a unanimous vote was 
given to continue; however, the order 
Was reversed and the girls drew the 
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mothers’ names. We had organized our 
girls’ club with fifteen, and there were 
four at the first meeting. The night of 
our program there were twenty-four 
girls and twenty-four mothers. 


GLenpora, CALIF. 
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A Slide Ministry 
By James E. Adams 


NCLE JOHN and I had been good 
friends for years. Although he 
was a widower thirty -years my senior— 
and not really my uncle—we understood 
one another and enjoyed talking to- 
gether. Then one day a friend told me 
that he was in the hospital. Uncle John 
used a cane sometimes when he got a 
touch of rheumatism, but I had never 
known him really to be sick, so I ex- 
pected that he would be home soon. 
A week passed and he wasn’t in 
church. That was unusual, so I headed 
for the hospital the following day. 
“Where have you been, Jim? I’ve been 
looking for you,” the old gentleman 
greeted me reproachfully. 

“Well, you’ve hardly ever been sick, 
and I thought you were just out here 
for a checkup,” I replied lamely. 

“T’m ‘not sick,” Uncle John said, “but 
that doctor won’t Iet me leave. Or—or 
he’s keeping something from me.” 

Uncle John was a bit worried—and 
despondent, too. Part of the latter was 
my fault for neglecting to visit him 
sooner. But there were other things: 
his landlady had notified him to look 
for ancther room several days before he 
was taken to the hospital; his daughter 
was having financial troubles; and his 
watch had been lost or misplaced. On 
your back in the hospital, with plenty 
of time to think, the things that would 
be molehills at other times become 
mountains. Uncle John was not afraid 
to die, but he was ill at ease because of 
his doctor’s evasiveness. 

I had brought a_ battery-operated 
slide viewer along, so, after we talked a 
while, I asked if he would like to see 
how the mountains looked. It was in 
October, and the leaves had just turned 
to their brilliant fall hues.. Uncle John 
brightened considerably as I showed 
him the slides explaining, “This was up 
in Path Valley looking toward Spring 
Run; this was taken from the Amberson 
Valley overpass looking toward the 
superhighway tunnel—” All -were 
scenes with which he was familiar. 

Then we looked at several other slides 
I had selected almost as an afterthought: 
scenes before and including Calvary, 
and Hofmann’s head of Christ. The re- 
pentant find atonement at Calvary; suf- 
fering: and oppressed Christians find 
understanding and compassion. 

Uncle John said, “My cross is so light 
compared to His. He understands and 
cares. I love Him.” 

We prayed together, 
“Good-night, Jim.” i. 

A short time later Uncle John passed 
into the land of fadeless day ever to be 
with the Christ he loves. 


CHAMBERSBURG, Pa. 
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Singing Time 
By Evelyn Witter 


NE Sunday, the superintendent 

asked our seventy Primary pupils 
which part of Sunday school they liked 
best. Only six voted for the “singing 
time.” 

The teachers and officers of that de- 
partment decided to find the reason for 
this response, and to change it. First, 
the superintendent admitted she never 
bothered to choose the songs to be sung 
on Sunday marning until it was time to 
start our service. (What was not im- 
portant to her was not important to the 
children!) 

The first step in remedying this was 
for the six teachers in the. department, 
the superintendent, and the pianist to 
meet and go over the lessons for three 
months ahead. Songs were chosen that 
correlated with the lessons. 

We decided that each Sunday we 
would open with a prayer hymn. Then 
we would ask the children to choose 
two or three of their favorite Sunday 
school songs, at which time we would 
choose one also, the one we had selected 
that correlated with the lesson. 

A procedure was mapped out for the 
teaching of a new song: First the leader 
reads the words from a large chart. 
(The ‘chart is several thicknesses of 
white shelf paper tacked lengthwise to 
a window shade roller. The roller is 
attached to the top of the middle brace 
of a tripod, a piece of unused photog- 
raphy equipment that one of the 
teachers had.) The words of the new 
song are printed boldly with a crayon. 
After the words are read, the leader 
and the children talk about their mean- 
ing. Soon the children can read the 
song for themselves. 

Occasionally, the words of a new song 
are typed on slips of paper and sent 
home with the children with a request 
to the parents that they help the child 
to memorize them. 

Often the teachers go over the words 
of a song in class, calling for discussion 
of them, and tying the song in with the 
lesson. 

Familiarity with the new melody is 
easier to accomplish than word learn- 
ing. After the words have been re- 
peated several times without music, 
they are spoken with the melody. Next 
the words of the song are sung. 

The pianist now has the habit of ar- 
riving at Sunday school early. She is 
at the piano when the children begin 
coming. 

“Won't you sing with me?” she in- 
vites the early comers. And they do. 
Sometimes they learn a new song so 
well during these presessions that they 
join the adult leader when she later 
leads the department in learning it. 

A few Sundays ago, during our shar- 
ing period, we asked the children which 
part of Sunday school they liked best. 
This time more than half of our seventy 
Primaries cast their verbal vote for 

Mian, ILL. 
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Transubstantiation 
(Continued from page 721) 


have been deceived, and that they may 
be brought to realize that the Lord’s 
Supper was a remembrance feast and 
not a sacrifice. 

The Roman church teaches that our 
Lord took the bread and said, “This 
is my body.” Thereafter, He held Him- 
self in His hands; then ate Himself; 
then gave Himself—‘“His living flesh” 
—to His disciples; and that the disciples 
received Christ’s “human nature” into 
their mouths, and into their bodies— 
“His body and blood, His bones and 
nerves,” etc. It must be remembered 
that the Roman church protestingly 
asserts that if anyone shall say that 
Christ is only in it in sign or figure, 
let him be accursed. 

Every Roman priest knows that, ac- 
cording to. “The Canon of the Mass” 
which he uses every day, his church 
teaches that the literal Christ is par- 
taken of—His literal blood and His 
literal flesh. After the words of con- 
secration, “Hic est enim Calix San- 
guinis mei,” etc. (“For this is the chalice 
of my blood”), the priest does not 
drink wine, but, according to his 
church’s teaching, he drinks, not figur- 
‘atively but literally, the blood of Jesus. 
The “Memoriale Rituum” gives direc- 
tions: “After the Celebrant has con- 
sumed the Precious Blood” (p. 40). The 
same authority, as quoted above, speaks 
of the blood in these emphatic terms— 
“the Eucharistic Blood, that is, the holy 
Blood which once coursed through and 
animated the mortal members of the 
Saviour” (“The Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass,” p. 741). 

Language could not make it clearer 
that the Roman church teaches that 
her priests and her people partake of 
the literal blood which once coursed in 
the veins of Jesus, and of HIS LIVING 
FLESH. 

In order that any lingering doubt 
that the foregoing is truly the teaching 
of the Roman church may be removed, 
I give further proof. The Paulist 
Father, the Rev. Bertrand L. Conway, 
explains: “Transubstantiation, therefore, 
means that when Jesus Christ, at the 
Last Supper, pronounced the words, 
‘This is My Body; this is My Blood,’ 
the Son of God by His onmipotent 
power transubstantiated, or changed, 
the substance of the bread and wine 
into His living flesh; so that no bread 
or wine whatsoever remained, but Him- 
self—Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity, 
under their appearance. So, in like 
manner, every day at mass, the priest, 
acting in the name of Christ, pronounces 
the same words, and God effects the 
same change” (“The Question Box,” p. 
417). 

Further, the Rev. Dr. Leslie Rumble, 
M.S.C., and the Rev. Charles Mortimer, 
have given their “Questions and An- 
swers on Catholicism and Protestant- 
ism—With a Preface by Rt. Rev. Msgr. 
Fulton J. Sheen, D.D.” Here we read 


a question and the answer: 
Question 863: 


“According to you, 
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Christ Himself whilst still alive, would 
have partaken of His own flesh and 
blood, together with His disciples.” 

Answer: “That is true. ... Our Lord 
both gave Himself and received Him- 
self as He instituted the Blessed Sacra- 
ment .. .” (“Radio Replies,” vol. iii., 
p. 205). : 

In “The Roman Missal,” as well as in 
other volumes, one can read “The Hymn 


Pange Lingua,” which contains the fol- 


lowing lines: 


“Sing, my tongue, the Saviour’s glory, 
Of His flesh the mystery sing; 

Of the blood, all price exceeding, 
Shed by our Immortal King 


Of the night of that last supper, 
Seated with His chosen band, 

He, the Paschal victim eating, 
First fulfils the law’s command; 

Then as: food to all His brethren, 
Gives Himself with His own hand.” 


—Compiled from the 
“Missale Romanum,” p. 1077 


Here is an official report: “History, 
perhaps, will remember 1957 best as the 
year when His Holiness Pope Pius XII 
drastically modified the Eucharistic fast. 
In March, when he celebrated his 81st 
birthday and the 18th anniversary of 
his election and coronation as Pope, 
the Holy Father decreed a three-hour 
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fast from solids and alcoholic beverages 
and an hour fast from other liquids 
before receiving Holy Communion” 
(The Canadian Register, Jan. 4, 1958, 
p. 2). . 

The purpose of this three-hour fast, 
decreed by the Pope, is supposed to 
insure that the true “Body and Blood,” 
“His Living Flesh,” received in com- 
munion shall not mix with “alcoholic 
beverages” previously taken. Could 
anything be more blasphemous, or more 
absurd? 

Some time ago, the present writer 
received a letter of appreciation for 
his literature from a member of the 
Roman Cathedral, in Victoria, B. C. 
In his Jetter, he made the acknowledg- 
ment that he found it impossible to 
believe that, when the priest said the 
avords of consecration, the bread was 
changed into the literal body of Christ; 
adding, “and many more Catholics do 
not believe this.” 

The fact is, if members of the Roman 
church would calmly think through the 
doctrine of transubstantiation, as taught 
by their church, and all that this teach- 


(Continued on page 734) 


Expecting a Better Home 


Ignoring petty annoyances 


66 E LOOK not at the things which 

are seen, but at the things which 
are not seen” (2 Cor. 4:18). What a joy 
it is to do this as we walk through 
this world, so troubled with fear and 
ever-increasing danger! This text was 
vividly * illustrated to me when we 
moved to Seattle in 1903. We had come 
‘from a Midwestern city, where we had 
been surrounded by the comforts of 
civilization, taking for granted large, 
well-lighted rooms with- plastered walls; 
while Seattle was then in the making. 
Trees were being chopped down, steep 
hills washed away with streams of 
water from huge pipes in order to level 
them enough to make streets. Every- 
thing was “in the raw.” 

Instead of asphalt pavements lined 
with rows of well-built houses, one saw 
tents punctuating straggling trees, brush, 
and ferns. “How wretched the people 
living in tents must be!” I remarked to 
a neighbor, who like ourselves had 
temporarily rented a house. 

“Some of them aren’t,” she replied. 
“They’re happy to own their ground, 
and have the prospect of building as 
soon as it’s all paid for. Come with 
me to visit one of them tomorrow.” 

The next day we took a cable car out 
toward a tent-strewn suburb, and got 
off among the weeds, looking keenly 
among the tall ferns for a post with 
the prospective street’s name on it. 
That found, she led me along a twisting 
footpath made by trampling down the 
wild grass till we reached a stained 
old tent. There we stepped up from 
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the soggy grass to a shiplap floor. We 
were given rickety chairs to occupy 
while we grew accustomed to the dim 
light within. But the moment I began 
to commiserate them on their dismal 
surroundings, I received a shock. 

“Oh my no! We don’t mind it at all,” 
said our hostess. “We're going to have 
the loveliest place. We're going to start 
building in the spring. See that big 
black stump over there? Our front 
porch will be there.” I tried to visual- 
ize any sort of dwelling in such an un- 
promising place, as she went on en- 
thusiastically: “See those two fallen 
trees? My husband’s cutting them up 
for firewood, so we'll have no fuel bill 
this winter. And between them will be 
our living room, so that we can have a 
view of the mountains. Our: front en- 
trance will be where those thistles are. 
It will be a lovely place when we get it 
built. And it will be our own home— 
something we never had back East.” 

The discomforts of draughty winds 
and rain, which seeped in here and 
there, and comfortless surroundings did 
not daunt her. She was living in the 
joy of an assured future. 

As we turned away the lesson was 
stamped forever on my mind: “You 
have an assured future. It is bright be- 
yond words. You can afford to ignore 
petty annoyances. Think of the fullness 
of joy awaiting you.” Ever since then, I 
have tried to do this. I rejoice more 
and more that, whatever my lot here 
below, a glorious Home awaits me there. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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LESSON 3. OCTOBER 19. THE BAPTISM OF JESUS 


Matthew 3:3-17; Luke 3:15-22; printed text, Luke 3:15-22 
Golden Text.—Lo, | come . . . to do thy will, O God.—Heb. 10:7 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Luke 3:15 And as the people were in expectation, and all 
men mused in their hearts of John, whether he were the 


Christ, or not; 


16 John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize 
you with water; but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet 
of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize 


you with the Holy Ghost and with fire: 


17 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge 
his floor, and will gather the wheat into his garner; but the 
chaff he will burn with fire unquenchable. 

18 And many other things in his exhortation preached he 


unto the people. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


HE key word is “baptize.” John 
iy baptized in the Jordan (Luke 3: 
3) with the baptism of repentance. 
The Lord Jesus was baptized (Luke 3: 
21). He Himself would some day bap- 
tize in the Holy Spirit (Luke 3:16). 

The questions arise: Why was the 
Messiah baptized? Was He not the 
coming judge of men (Luke 3:17) as 
well as the expected deliverer? Why 
should He who had the authority to 
baptize in the Spirit submit to water 
baptism in the Jordan; especially since 
this baptism was “of repentance,” and 
He was without sin? 

Remember who Christ is—prophet, 
priest, and king. In Old Testament 
days all three were anointed as they 
entered upon office. “Christ” (“Mes- 
siah,” John 1:41) means “the anointed 
one.” Our Saviour was officially and 
publicly anointed at the Jordan as He 
commenced His ministry. 

Further, although entirely sinless, He 
identified Himself with the fallen race 
of men: He was willing to pass through 
their waters of repentance, just as later 
He would experience their sorrows and 
testings, and as finally He would assume 
their guilt and die the death they de- 
served. 

Moreover as God’s perfect redeeming 
lamb (John 1:29) He was without any 
form of blemish or spot (1 Pet. 1:18, 
19). He fulfilled the dictates of the 
ceremonial as well as the moral law 
(Matt. 3:15). He was circumcised as a 
baby and presented in the Temple; and 
when grown He submitted to baptism. 

His baptism, too, was a visible seal 
upon the word and work of John the 
Baptist. Before King Herod doomed 
John to decapitation he should have re- 
membered that even the Messiah ap- 
proved the fiery prophet. 


Verse by Verse 
Luke 3:15.—“The people were in ex- 


pectation ... all men mused . . . of John, 
whether he were the Christ...” The 


Herod had done, 


19 But Herod the tetrarch, being reproved by him for 
Herodias his brother Philip’s wife, and for all the evils which 


20 Added yet this above all, that he shut up John in prison. 


opened, 


21 Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pass, 
that Jesus also being baptized, and praying, the heaven was 


22 And‘the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a 


dove upon him, and a voice came from heaven, which said, 
Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased. 


Lessons based on International Sunday Schoo] Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 


national Council of Religious Education. 
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thronging crowds that surrounded John, 
his courageous denunciations, his clar- 
ion call to repentance—these astounded 
the people. Was prophecy being ful- 
filled? Had the Messiah arrived? 


Verse 16—“John answered ... I in- 
deed baptize you with water ... one 
mightier than I cometh .. . he shall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghost and 
with fire.” Disavowing his own Mes- 
siahship, John indicates that the Mes- 
siah is mightier than he (in person and 
ministry): will appear after himself; 
and will baptize, not in water but “in” 
(Greek) the Holy Spirit and fire (cf. 
Acts 1:5). The “fire” is probably the 
kindling, purifying, illuminating aspect 
of the Spirit’s work (Acts 2:3). Un- 
loosing shoe thongs was the menial task 
of slaves. 

Verse 17.—“Whose fan is in his hand 
... he will throughly purge . . . gather 
the wheat .. . the chaff he will burn 

.” This speaks of judgment and 
division. The fan is the separating in- 
strument. The threshing floor is a cir- 
cular space on the farm. The “wheat” 
(those who receive the Messiah) will 
be gathered into granaries, and the 
“chaff” (Christ rejecters) consumed. 
“Unquenchable” is “asbestos” (Greek). 


Verse 18.—“Many other things in his 
exhortation preached he unto the peo- 
ple.” John’s message was a summons 
to repentance as well as a rebuke of 
sin. Some of the “other things” are 
seen in Matthew 3:7-10. 

Verse 19.—“Herod the tetrarch .. . re- 
proved by him for Herodias . . . and for 
all the evils ...” Luke anticipates the 
close of John’s ministry. This Philip 
was not the half-brother of Luke 3:1, 
but another “brother.” Herod’s most 
notorious crime was repudiating his 
lawful wife and secretly marrying He- 
rodias. A wily “fox” (Luke 13:32), he 
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was doubtless guilty on many counts. 
John was. no respecter of persons; he 
denounced him fearlessly. 


Verse 20.—“Added yet this above all 
. .. he shut up John in prison.” The 
sordid tale is recorded in Matthew 14: 
3-12. Herod imprisoned John to punish 
him and to prevent his fearless preach- 
ing of righteousness from spreading. 
The tragic sequel was the Baptist’s be- 
heading. : 

Verse 21—“When all the people were 
baptized . . . Jesus also being baptized, 
and praying, the heaven was opened.” 
Luke adds the detail that our Lord was 
praying; the appearing of the Holy 
Spirit and the attestation of the Father 
were in response to His prayers. Note 
that the Messiah is baptized at the time 
and place the ordinary people received 
the cleansing rite. What divine con- 
descension! The heaven opened for the 
descent of the Spirit. 


Verse 22—‘“The Holy Ghost de- 
scended ... like a dove .. . a voice came 
from heaven . . . Thou art my beloved 
Son; in thee I am well pleased.” Luke 
inserts the words “in a bodily shape.” 
The dove, symbol of purity and gentle- 
ness, hovered, then rested on the Son 
of God, as though selecting Him from 
among the people. The Father’s words 
of loving approval are here addressed 
to Christ (cf. Matt. 3:17). All three 
persons of the trinity participate in the 
glorious event. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


At the inception of His ministry the 
Saviour is publicly identified and di- 
vinely approved. 

No man ever born of woman was 
greater than John the Baptist (Matt. 
11:11). Yet even he recognized the 
supreme worthiness of the Lord Jesus; 
in comparison with the Messiah John 
saw himself as less than a lowly slave 
(Luke 3:16). The people thronged 
and stood amazed at the denunciatory 
preaching of John. But the Baptist 
intimated that while he merely preached 
judgment, the judge was at the door in 
the person of Christ (Matt. 3:12). The 
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multitude rushed to be baptized in the 
Jordan. But John declared that the 
Messiah’s baptism far transcended his; 
Christ’s mission would. release the 
mighty, cleansing power of the Holy 
Spirit Himself (Luke 3:16). 

As though this public introduction 
were not enough, the Messiah then re- 
ceived the. mark of official, divine ap- 
proval. He entered the waters of bap- 
tism and then began to pray. Heaven 
was opened and the entire trinity was 
disclosed: The Son of God prayed, the 
Spirit of God was seen as a dove alight- 
ing upon Him, and the Father’s voice 
was heard from Glory. 

Two remarkable facts need emphasis. 
Rarely in the New Testament are all 
three persons of the trinity mentioned 
together. But here at the commence- 
ment of the Saviour’s career, and later 
toward the conclusion of His earthly 
ministry (Matt. 28:19), Father, Son, and 
Spirit are listed together. The impli- 
cation is that as the trinity was con- 
cerned.from all eternity with the com- 
ing incarnation and work of the Son, 
so it maintained its steadfast, vital in- 
terest and protective oversight over the 
Saviour’s daily earthly sojourn from 
beginning to end. 

Further, the Father’s approving words 
(Luke 3:22) indicate that the baptized 
Messiah is none other than the Son of 
God; and that the holy bonds of love 
and esteem which unite the persons of 
the trinity were not shattered by the 
incarnation of the Son, but rather con- 
tinued with unabated force. Let Israel 
understand clearly that the one now in 
their midst and formally anointed ih 
baptism is the incomparable, holy Son 
of God. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The identity of the Baptist (Matt. 
3:3, 4) 

2. Preparation for the baptism (Luke 
3: 7-18). 

3. The accompanying phenomena (Matt. 
3:16, 17; Luke 3:21, 22) 

4. A reason for the baptism (Matt. 3: 
15) 


Topics for Development 


John’s baptism (Acts 19:3). While 
related to the religious cleansing of Old 
Testament days (see Exod. 29:4; 30:20), 
the baptism of John was unique. It was 
“the baptism of repentance unto remis- 
sion of sins” (Mark 1:4, A.S.V.) It was 
accompanied by confession of sin, and 
implied faith in the coming Messiah 
through whom forgiveness would be 
achieved. The Saviour’s disciples at 


first continued to baptize thus (John. 


4:1, 2) but later desisted. Our Lord in- 
stituted baptism in the name of the 
three persons of the trinity (Matt. 28: 
19) as one of the two church ordinances 
(the other is the Lord’s Supper). 


Repentance (“metanoia,” literally “a 
change of mind”) is repeatedly enjoined 
in Seripture. The baptism of John was 
“of repentance.” The Lord Jesus said 
that “repentance and remission of sins” 
(Luke 24:47) were to be preached. 


Peter and Paul both proclaimed the 
doctrine (Acts 2:38; 17:30). 


God’s de- 
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“Last Week’s Lesson 


2. October 12.—The Promise 
Fulfilled. Luke 2:1-40 





Next Week’s Lesson 


4. October 26.—Temptation in the 
Wilderness, -................... Matthew. 4:1-11 








sire is that “all should come to re- 
pentance” (2 Pet: 3:9). 

True repentance includes godly sor- 
row for sin and contrition of soul. It 
drives men to a confession and aban- 
donment of sin. It turns the wayward 
sinner back to God. It involves a 
change not only of mind but also of 
heart and will. 


Trinity. The word itself never occurs 
in the New Testament, although of 
course the three persons of the Godhead 
are often mentioned separately. But 
compare Luke 3:21, 22 with Matthew 
~ 19. The baptismal formula used in 

atthew was popularized in the early 
days of the church and became the 
basis of the first church creeds. See, 
too, the well-known “apostolic bene- 
diction” (2 Cor. 13:14), often recited 
today at the end of worship services. 
The infrequency of the simultaneous 
mention of all three persons of the 
Godhead in no way alters the fact that 
the trinity is a glorious reality. 


Practical Applications 

The repentance to which John sum- 
moned his generation was pointed and 
specific. He itemized the demands of 
God (Luke 3:11, 13, 14). May we repent 
and turn from individual, particular 
sins. Let no unconfessed evil mar our 
fellowship with the Saviour. 

The Lord Jesus stooped to identify 
Himself with a fallen race that He 
might raise men to God. Are we will- 
ing to humble ourselves? Have you 
recently witnessed on the skid row of 
your city? 

The dove is a lovely emblem of 
gentleness, serenity, and poise. The 
Spirit as a dove descended upon Christ. 
As a believer you are indwelt by the 
Spirit. Is He producing in your heart 
these blessed virtues? 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 
HO predicted the coming of John 
the Baptist? ‘ 
2. What was John’s desert diet? 


3. What did the people do when 
baptized? 


4. Name four groups which came to . 


John’s baptism? 

5. Unto what did John baptize? 

6. With what would the Messiah later 
baptize? 

7. Why was the Lord Jesus baptized? 

8. Where else in Matthew are all 
three persons of the trinity mentioned? 

9. What did the Father say at Jordan 
concerning His Son? 

10. How did John the Baptist die? 

(Answers on page 732) 
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Are you trusting the Lord Jesus as 
Saviour? Have you openly confessed 
His name and been baptized? 


Golden Text 


Heb. 10:7.—“Lo, I come .. . to do thy 
will, O God.” This is as it were the 
response of the Son to the loving, ac- 
crediting words of the Father. God 
has wondrously showered His blessings 
upon us, too.. Our response should be 
acquiescence in, and performance of 
His. will. 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTED HYMNS 
“We Praise Thee, O God” 
“Break Thou the Bread of Life” 
“I’ve Wandered Far Away From God” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Heavenly Father, we thank Thee for 
Jesus Christ who, in His baptism, con- 
secrated Himself to the work of saving 
us. We thank Thee that He baptizes 
believers with the Holy Spirit for their 
inward cleansing and renewal. Let this 
work of Thy Spirit be done in each of 
us and by the Gospel message, made 
powerful by Thy Spirit, may sinners 
everywhere repent and be born anew. 
Forgive us ought in our lives grieving 
Thy Spirit and help us to obey His 
teaching in Scripture and His prompt- 
ings in our hearts. Lead us in the paths 
of righteousness and make our lives 
useful to Thee and helpful to othefs, 
Let Thy saving mercy go out to all the 
lost, Thy relief to the sick and afflicted, 
Thy comfort to such as mourn, and 
Thy light to those in darkness. Shape 
the destiny of the nations after Thy 
will and bring the time when Thy will 
shall be done in all the earth, through 
Thy dear Son, our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Two kinds of bap- 
tism appear in this lesson, baptism with 
water and baptism with the Holy Spirit. 
“I. . . baptize you with water,” said 
John, “but one mightier than I . . . shall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghost...” 
As repentant people went into the Jor- 
dan for baptism, the cleansing from sin 
they desired was strikingly pictured. 
Into the river they went, soiled with the 
dust of their journey, and from it they 
went forth clean. But it was only a pic- 
ture. Baptism by water did not really 
purify their hearts and lives from sin, 
but could only symbolize it. The real 
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cleansing they sought came through the 
One whose way John was preparing. 
Finally the day came when He stood 
in Jordan for baptism, not that He had 
any sins to confess, but that He would 
consecrate Himself to the saving of sin- 
ners. So, praying, the Lord Jesus was 
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baptized, and His prayer found answer 
in the opening of Heaven and the de- 
scent on Him of the Holy Spirit. ‘He 
who came to baptize with the Holy 
Spirit was now ready for His great 
work. All the activity and power of 
the Holy Spirit now centered in Him. 
The Spirit’s cleansing power Christ now 
would bring to those who repented 
and trusted the Saviour. So was the 
cleansed and renewed life, pictured in 
water baptism, realized. 

To baptize with water is still a com- 
mand of Christ and still baptism re- 
mains a significant picture, but only 
a picture. The cleansing it portrays 
comes from the Lord Jesus as He bap- 
tizes with the Holy Spirit those who 
turn from their sin to their Saviour. 


CaLcary, ALTA., CAN. 
x 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“I indeed baptize you with water; 
but ... he shall baptize you with the 
Holy Ghost and with fire” (Luke 3:16). 
—Three kinds of baptism are mentioned 
in this verse. They are (1) water, (2) 
Holy Ghost, and (3) fire. 

John could do the first and he did it 
on a large scale (Matt. 3:5, 6). But 
John admitted that only One mightier 
than he could perform the other two 
baptisms. 

John certainly believed in the essential 
deity of the Lord Jesus. Our Lord said 
of John, “Among those ... born of 
women there is not a greater prophet 
than John the Baptist” (Luke 7:28). 
And John said he was not worthy to 
unloose the latchet of our Lord’s shoes. 

What a rebuke John’s words are to 
all who refuse to believe in the deity 
of the Lord Jesus! 

Theodosius, Roman emperor in the 
fourth century, favored the Arians, who 
did not believe in the Saviour’s deity. 
He made Arcadius, his son, aged six- 
teen, partner with him on the throne. 
The great people of the Empire came 
on the appointed day to offer their 
congratulations. 

Among them came Amphilocus, an 
old bishop who had suffered much in 
the Arian persecutions. He made a 
very fine address to the Emperor and 
was about to leave when Theodosius 
exclaimed: “What! Do you take no 
notice of my son? Do you not know 
that I have made him the sharer of my 
throne?” 

Upon this, the old bishop went up to 
the young Arcadius, put his hand on 
his head, and said, “The Lord bless 
thee, my son.” The Emperor exclaimed, 
“What! Is this all the respect you pay 
to a prince that I have made of equal 
dignity with myself?” 

He replied: “Sire, do you so highly 
resent my apparent neglect of your son 
because I do not give him equal honors 
with yourself? Then, what must the 
eternal God think of you wha have 
given leave to haye His co-equal and 
co-eternal Son degraded in His proper 
divinity in every part of your Empire?” 
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The Emperor held the reproof to be 
just, and gave orders to have all the 
Arian chapels shut up, and would not 
suffer one to exist (John 5:23). 

The baptism of the Holy Ghost was 
for the definite purpose of forming the 
“body of Christ,” the Church. And the - 
Apostle Paul said, “For by one Spirit 
are we all baptized into one body... 
and have been all made to drink into 
one Spirit” (1 Cor. 12:13). Not all be- 
lievers are filled with the Spirit (Eph. 
5:18), but all have been baptized by 
one Spirit into one body, and we con- 
stitute the true Church. 

The baptism of fire is a future event. 
After the judgment at the great white 
throne (Rev. 20:11-15), the wicked who 
are the “chaff” (Luke 3:17; also Psa. 
1:4) shall experience that baptism. 

“Jesus also being baptized ... the 
heaven was opened” (Luke 3:21)—It 
has often been pointed out that 400 years 
elapsed between the closing of the Old 
Testament, and the opening of the New. 

One of the last promises of the Old 
Testament is, “Bring ye all the tithes 
into the storehouse .. . and prove me 
now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, 
if I will not open you the windows of 


heaven ...” (Mal. 3:10). They failed 
to do it, and the Heaven was not 
opened. 


Our Lord’s baptism in water prefig- 
ufed the baptism He was to undergo at 
Calvary (Luke 12:50). There the waves 
and billows of God’s righteous judgment 
against our sins would roll upon Him! 
Is it any wonder then that the Father 
opened Heaven and broke the silence 
of centuries and said, “Thou art my be- 
loved Son; in thee I am well pleased”? 
(Luke 3: 22.) 

“Lo, I come... to do thy will, O God” 
(Heb. 10:7). We speak about being re- 
signed to God’s will, or of being sub- 
missive to it; but the Lord Jesus could 
say, “I delight to do thy will, O my 
God” (Psa. 40:8). He said to His dis- 
ciples, “My meat is to do the will of 
him that sent me, and to finish his 
work.” 

How slow: we are at times to do His 
will, even in such a matter as baptism! 
We believers should be baptized to 
show that we reckon ourselves to have 
died with Him, been buried with Him, 
and raised to “walk in newness of life” 
(Rom. 6:4). 

A missionary in .Central Africa 
broached the subject of baptism to a 
young chief whom he had led to the 
Lord. To his surprise the chief grasped 
the truth readily. Later he said: “You 
know, we practice baptism.’ When a 
chief dies, all his wives are shut up till 
the funeral rites are over. Then they 
are taken to the lake and immersed in 
water, after which they are reckoned 
to be dead to the old chief, and may 
marry again.” 

Wawona, CALIF. 


xs 
Please pray for the contributors and 


staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, in this lesson the prin- 

cipal action is the rite: of baptism. 
It is an important rite, because (1) 
Jesus enjoins it (Matt. 28:19) and (2) 
Jesus Himself, Son of God, submitted 
to it (Matt. 3:13-15). “For thus,” Jesus 
told John, “it becometh us to fulfil all 
righteousness.” Baptism does not save 
us. The penitent thief on the cross was 
not baptized, yet he was saved. But if 
one is truly converted, he will not be 
satisfied unless he is baptized and thus 
received into the family of God. Re- 
fusing to be baptized would be some- 
thing like enlisting in the Army or 
Navy and refusing to wear the pre- 
scribed uniform or to take the oath of 
allegiance. 

One of the very, interesting chambers 
in the Tower of London is the little 
Chapel of St.James. The guide pointed 
to the spot before the altar where the 
candidate for knighthood would kneel 
all night with his sword lying on the 
floor (in reverse) before him, as his 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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minister was asked to resign his church 
because the people thought he preached 
too plain; and they said so. He quietly 
stepped out, but maintained a true 
Christian testimony before the world. 
Because some people were curious to 
hear what he would say at his last 
service in that church, it was filled 
both morning and evening. But the 
minister did not mention at all how un- 
justly he had been treated; instead, he 
did what a servant of Christ is expected 
to do, he preached the Gospel, and 
some present that day were convicted 
by the Holy Spirit, as they heard the 
Word of’God proclaimed. On leaving 
the building one of the curious ones 
was heard to say: “Well, I read a lot 
in the newspapers about that minister, 
but he sure isn’t telling anything. I 
believe he’s a sincere Christian. He 
sure attends to the business he’s been 
called to do.”—As told by a friend. Sent 
by Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, Can. 


Creeping Into Heaven Unnoticed.— 
The latchet of whose shoes I am not 
worthy to unloose (Luke 3:16). The 
last letter I received from Dr. F. B. 
Meyer was written March, 1929, in his 
own hand, a few weeks before his 
death. He wrote: “I am now 82, and in 
a nursing home. I want to tell you 

e what the Spirit of God has been show- 
ing me lately. That I have acquired a 
reputation for sanctity for the way I 
have written on the inner secrets of the 
life hidden with God. I see how easily 
this may grow upon me. It makes one 
want to creep into Heaven unnoticed.— 
From A. T. Robertson, in the Bible To- 
day. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, 
Surrey, Eng. 


Getting Their Minds Settled—Many 
other things in his exhortation preached 
he unto the people (Luke 3:18). When 
I was at the bar, I used to take it for 
granted, when I had before me a jury 
of respectable men, that I should have 
to repeat over my main position about 
as many times as there were persons 
in the jury box. I learned that unless I 
illustrated and repeated and turned the 
main points over—the main points of 
law and evidence—I should lose my 
case. Our object in addressing a jury 
is to get their minds settled before they 
leave the jury box; not to make a speech 
in language but partially understood 
by them; not to display our oratory, 
and then let them go. We are set on 
getting a verdict. Hence we are set 
upon being understood. 

Tell me the story slowly, 
at I may take it in— 


That wonderful redemption, 
God’s remedy for > 


solemn act and token of loyalty and 
devotion. And the king or the queen 
(as the case might be) would bestow 
the accolade by rapping him across the 
shoulder with the knight’s own sword. 
Baptism represents the cleansing power 
of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38; 22:16). - 

I knew a young chaplain ‘in the U.S. 
Army during World War II, who ac- 
companied his regiment on a troop ship 
to Europe, and on the way over he 
won thirty of the men to Christ. The 
regiment was ordered to proceed im- 
mediately to the battlefield in France, 
without stopping in the training camps 
as was the usual procedure. The chap- 
lain baptized twenty of them by sprink- 
ing; but ten of them preferred: to be 
immersed, so what did he do but get 
permission from the captain of the ship, 
who had the only bathtub on board, to 
allow him to immerse those boys in 
the bathtub. His converts wanted to be 
sure they had the seal of baptism be- 
fore entering the conflict. 

The Christian life is a conflict in- 
volving the issues of life and death in 
all their solemn realities. How import- 
ant to make every preparation provided 
by our gracious Lord! And baptism, 
the “gift of the Holy Ghost” and the 
washing and cleansing by Him is a 
* part of that-preparation. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


ee Illustration Round Table 


Bules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1959 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Foolish Builders.—Lo, I come . . . to 
do thy will, O God (Heb. 10:7, Golden 
Text). One day I asked an architect 
of national fame what commissions 
gave him greatest trouble; were they 
for town halls, or hospitals, or what? 
He surprised me by saying that as a 
rule he had most difficulty in designing 
houses to suit his private clients. Most 
of them, he said, did not really want 
him to design the house for them, as 
they had already done so for them- 
selves. All they wanted was for him 
to put on paper what they already had 
in mind; and to persuade them that 
this or that would be impossible, or 
undesirable, was often beyond his power. 
“At any rate,” he said, “they waste a 
lot of my ‘time, and need the most tact- 
ful handling.” Have I not often gone 
to the great Architect, not to ask Him 
to plan my life for me, but to’ give His 
approval to what I had myself decided 
I needed? I have said, in effect, “My 
way, not Thine, O Lord,” and I have 
sometimes rebelled against having my 
life more wisely designed. It is foolish 
to prefer our wills to God’s——From the, 
Methodist Recorder. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. Prize illustration. 

A Wise Minister——And as the people 
were in expectation, and all men mused 
in their hearts of John, whether he were 
the Christ, or not (Luke 3:15). A godly 


—From Choice Gleanings Calendar. 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


High Intelligence and Low~ Desire.— 
Herod the tetrarch, being reproved by 
him for ... all the evils which Herod 
had done (Luke 3:19). 
the calamities that have befallen hu- 
manity have no other origin than the 
union of high intelligence with low de- 
sires—From Lord Macaulay. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 
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Evangelism in Prison.—Added yet this 
above all, that he shut up John in 
prison (Luke 3:20). A very earnest 
preacher of the Gospel was caught and 
put into prison in the south of Spain, 
and expected to die. There were An- 
archists and Communists in the prison; 
they were desperate, and began to write 
curses on the wall against their captors, 
so the evangelist wrote on the wall, 
“Fear not them which kill the body, but 
are not able to kill the soul: but rather 
fear him which is able to destroy both 
soul and body in hell.” .Underneath he 
wrote John 3:16 in full. That attracted 
attention. One of the prisoners was a 
young schoolmaster, and the evangelist 
had the joy of leading him to Christ. 
One day the schoolmaster said to him, 
“My name is on the list today to be 
shot; I am so glad you wrote that text 
on the wall. Before, I should have been 
desperate, but now, although I do not 
want to die, I am not desperate because 
I know I am going to be with Jesus, and 
I shall see you again ‘one day. They 
embraced one another and he was taken 
out and shot, but one day we shall see 
him in Glory, brought to the’ Lord 
Jesus Christ by the faithful testimony 
given in prison—From P. J. Buffard. 
Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, 
Kans. 


The Center of God’s Delight.—Thou 
art my beloved Son; in thee I am well 
— (Luke 3:22). 


willing hearts have heard Thy ‘votes, 
And in Thy mercy we rejoice. 


'Tis meet that Thy delight 
in Son 


—Sent by peek Edmunds, Hail- 
sham, Sussex, Eng. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


OW successful were you girls in 
teaching the first lesson in “Stories 
I Can Read Myself”? If the child you 


taught agreed to come back again, you . 


should feel eneouraged. 

In preparation for his next) lesson, 
either type or print the words Jesus 
and Heaven several times on a sheet of 
paper, leaving wide. spaces between 
them. Get, a red and blue pencil or 
crayons, and ask the child to circle the 
name Jesus with red, everywhere it 
appears on the paper. We use red for 
this to remind us that Jesus died on 
the cross for us. Then have him circle 
the word Heaven with blue because 
Heaven is above the blue sky. If he 
marked both words correctly, put S on 
his paper. Then let him count the num- 
ber of times the words Jesus and Heaven 
occur in Story 1 of his book. 

Now have him read Story 1 again. 
This time he should be able to recognize 
the Bible words Jesus and Heaven. If 
he does, put a second star by the title 
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when he has finished. Then let him 
repeat the verse. If he remembers it 
perfectly, you can put another star be- 
side the words Memory Verse. 

Last, let him make the manger found 
in the center of the book. When he has 
colored, cut out, and folded it, use a 
little paste to hold the top half together 
so that the manger will stand without 
the legs spreading too far apart. Let 
the child take home both the manger 
and the paper he marked. 

Last week we read that both Simeon 
and Anna recognized the Baby Jesus 
as Messiah and Redeemer. 

Today’s lesson took place thirty years 
later, and tells of the baptism of Jesus. 
If we read about it from both Matthew 
and Luke, we will learn more than if 
we read only one account. 

Judy, will you read aloud Matthew 
3:13? John the Baptist had been bap- 
tizing hundreds of people, who came 
to show that they repented of their 
sins and believed John’s message that 
Christ was coming. But when Jesus 
came for baptism, John knew that He 
had not sinned. You remember that 
John’s mother, Elisabeth, was a cousin 
of Jesus’ mother, Mary. Mary had gone 
to visit her before Jesus was born. 
John would have known what a perfect 
life Jesus had lived, although he did 
not yet know that He was the Son of 
God. John the Baptist had been ‘good 
all his life, but he was not sinless, so 
when Jésus came to be baptized, John 
said, “I -have need to be baptized of 
thee, and comést thou to me?” Let us 
all read verse 15 to see why our sinless 
Saviour came to be baptized. (“To ful- 
fil all righteousness.”) Yes, that means 
that because it is right to be baptized, 
Jesus would be. Although He is first 
of all our Saviour, He is also our great 
example. So He did everything that He 
asks us to do. 

Now Betty Jo, will you read Luke 
3:15-18? Here John the Baptist testi- 
fied that the coming One was mightier 
and more worthy than he. He also fore- 
told some of the things Christ would 
do. One was that He would separate 
the wheat from the chaff. Turn to 
Psalm 1 to find out what “chaff” means. 
(The ungodly.) Right. Christ will sep- 
arate the wheat, which means true be- 
lievers, from the chaff, and that forever. 
In which group will you be? 

Cheryl, will you read Luke 3:19-22. 
Verses 17-20 tell us why good John the 
Baptist was put into prison. But verses 
21 and 22 tell of the baptism of Jesus, 
which took place shortly before John 
was imprisoned. What do we learn 
here that Jesus was doing when He 
was baptized? (He was praying.) In 
this also, He is our example. 

Jesus did His Father’s will in every- 
thing. Hebrews 10:7 tells us that He 
said, “Lo, I come . . . to do thy will, O 
God.” Oh, that we might follow Him 
in this! If our main purpose in life is 
to do God’s will, our lives will be truly 
Successful, for He will reveal His will 
to us and then enable us to do it. God’s 
will for His dear Son was that He die 
on the cross for our sins. His will for 
Us could never be so hard as that. Our 
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weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
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courses by mail to many lands. New 
requests received in every mail from 
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answer the appeals front so many seri- 
ous young people in so. many lands. 
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Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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sinless Saviour was the only one who 
could atone for sin, so. He endured in- 
finite suffering, which we never could 
endure. Satan tries to~make us afraid 
to choose God’s will for our lives, but 
if we realize how He loves us, we will 
not be afraid. Let us ask God to ‘help 
us choose His will for our lives, and 
then do it. 





The hook mentioned above, “Stories I Can 
Read Myself About the Lord Jesus,’”’ may be 
ordered this quarter for 50c from V. D. Gun- 
derson, Ferndale, Wash. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OYCE had invited her friend Elsie 
J to go to church with her on Sunday 
night. Elsie sat up straight and listened 
hard and watched everything that went 
on. She watched closely! After the 
sermon was finished, she was surprised 
to see the minister leave the platform 
and reappear in a few minutes in a pool 
that was built right in the church. It 
was a small pool, but it was filled with 
water. And the minister was standing 
in it. Elsie whispered, “What’s hap- 
pening?” 

“People are going to be baptized. 
They’ll come down into the water and 
after they give their testimonies, the 
minister will lower them down into the 
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Joyce was happy to explain 
things to Elsie. They did not baptize 
this way in Elsie’s church. There, it 
was usually babies who were baptized, 
Their parents held them and then, a 
the proper time, the minister put his 
wet hands on each baby’s head and 
prayed for it. In Joyce’s church, it wag 
all different. Those who were being 
baptized, Elsie discovered, were chil- 
dren and grownups, but no babies. 

The first one to step down into the 
water was Nancy. Nancy was about 
ten years old. The minister said 
“Nancy, will you tell us please when 
you were born into God’s family?” 

“When I was about seven years old, 
I used to go to a Good News Club once 
each week after school. There the 
teacher told us about the Lord Jesus 
She told us that He died on the cross 
for our sin. She showed us from the 
Bible that He was really the Son of God 
She explained that we could have ou 
sins forgiven by receiving Him as our 
Saviour. So one day I asked Him to 
come into my heart. And He did. I 
have belonged to God’s family ever 
since. The verse that I am standing on 
is John 5:24: ‘Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, He that heareth my word, and be 
lieveth on him that sent me, hath ever- 
lasting life, and shall not come into 
condemnation; but is passed from death 
unto life.’ I heard His Word; I believed 
on the Lord Jesus; now I know that! 
have everlasting life.” Nancy spoke 
right up so that everyone in the church 
could hear her. 

Then the minister declared, “Nancy, 
because you have said that you have 
received the Lord Jesus, I baptize you 
in the name of the Father and the Son 
and the Holy Spirit. Amen.” And the 
minister lowered Nancy backward into 


water.” 


the water, bringing her up agail 
quickly. 

After the last person was baptized, 
the minister, still standing in the 


water, pronounced the benediction, and 
church was dismissed. Elsie, you may 
be sure, was full of questions. “Why 
do you have that kind of baptism?” she 
wanted to know. 

“Well,” Joyce explained, “we believe 
that in the long ago the Lord Jesu 
was baptized like that. We are told 
that He went to the river Jordan. Joh 
was baptizing people there, and the 
Lord Jesus asked John to baptize Him 
At first John did not want to do it. He 
had been baptizing those who repented 
of their sins.‘ He knew that the Lord 
Jesus was the Son of God and that He 
had never sinned. John felt that the 
one who had not sinned and therefore 
did not need to repent, should not need 
to be baptized. But the Lord Jesus it 
sisted, for He had come to bear the 
sins of the world. And God showe 
that He was pleased because when the 
Lord Jesus came up out of the watel, 
God opened up Heaven and sent a do 
down. And God said, ‘This is my 3° 
loved Son, in whom I am well please 
(Matt. 3:17). Just as the Lord Jest 
was baptized, so we are baptized 
going down into the water. But w 
we do this to obey Him, baptism de 
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not save us. We must, first of all, re- 
ceive the Lord Jesus as our Saviour. 
When we have done that, we are bap- 
tized to show to the world that we 
have been born into the family of God. 
Now I’m not saying that our way is 
the only way. But that’s why we bap- 
tize this way in our church. Do you 
understand?” And, even though it was 
brand new to her, Elsie did understand. 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


When Jesus Was Baptized 
(Matt. 3:13-17) 

O YOU belong to a club? Do you 

have some kind of initiation cer- 
mony that is only for those who are 
coming into the club? Is there an in- 
itiation into the club of Christians 
clled the church? John, who was 
called the Baptizer, started it. Repent! 
Be sorry for your sins! Stop doing 
what is wrong; do what is right! Get 
ready for Christ’s Kingdom! He bap- 
tized in the Jordan River those who 
wanted to be clean from sin and ready 
for Christ. 

One day Christ Himself came for 
baptism—Jesus He was called then. 
(Show a picture of His baptism.) Did 
He have any sins to confess, or wrong 
ways to give up? No, but He was going 
to take our sins, our wrong ways, and 
die to pay for them. He identified 
Himself with us and submitted to bap- 
tsm. Then as He was praying, the 
Holy Spirit came from Heaven to help 
Him; and God spoke, “This is my be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well pleased” 
(Matt. 3:17, Memory Verse. Find the 
baptismal stories in Matt. 3; Mark 1; 
luke 3; John 1, and move the book- 
marks.) s 


The Lord ‘wants those who follow 
Him to use His action picture of death 
and new life, too (Matt. 28:19; Mark 
16:16. Show a picture such as the 
tllored two-page outdoor baptism in 
the Saturday Evening Post, May 17, 
1958, pp. 28, 29). Have you seen a bap- 
tism? Have you been baptized? Do 
you know what it means? We take 
Christ’s death as our death—our bad 
lif with its sins, crucified, dead, 
buried! We are risen with Him out of 
death, to live a good, new life with 
God’s help (Rom. 6:4). 

Let me ask you three questions. 
Look in your own heart and answer 
them to God. (Pass each pupil the 
three questions, with references, folded 
Sas to expose one question at a time.) 


1. Are you sorry for the wrong things 
you have done? People in Jerusalem 





“were pricked in their heart” when 
Peter showed them their sin in putting 
the Lord Jesus to death (Acts 2:36-38). 
It was your sins that put the Lord Jesus 
to death, too—the times you have been 
disobedient, stubborn, mean, told wrong 
Stories (Isa. 53:5, 6). Paul sat in blind- 
Ress thinking of all the awful things 
he had said about the Lord Jesus and 
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how he had hurt and killed Christians 
like Stephen. God sent him this mes- 
sage (Acts 22:16). The jailer at Phi- 
lippi wanted to be saved (16:30-33). If 
you want to be forgiven and have the 
Lord wash your sins away, then ask 
Him! 

2. Do you give your bad, mean self 
to die? (Rom. 6:4a.) Paul could say, 
“I am crucified with Christ” (Gal. 2: 
20). “I die daily” (1 Cor. 15:31). 

3. Will you let Christ—the Holy Spirit 
—live in you? (Rev. 3:20; Rom. 6:4b.) 
Listen to Paul again: “Christ liveth in 
me: and the life which I now live... 
I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave himself for 
me” (Gal. 2:20). 


If your answers are yes, are you 


iready for the next step of picturing 


your answers to the world? If your 
baptism picture should be a lie, you 
might belong to a church on earth, but 
not to God’s true Church, for you 
would not be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit, and you would not be God’s 
child (1 Cor. 12:13; John 1:12; Matt. 
7: 21-23). 


Orono, MAINE. 


x 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 726) 


1. Isaiah the prophet (Matt. 

2. Locusts and wild honey. 

3. They confessed their sins 
3:6). 

4. Pharisees, 
and soldiers. 

5. Repentance (Matt. 3:11). 

6. With the Holy Ghost and fire. 

7. He was thus “anointed” at the 
commencement of His work, fulfilled all 
righteousness, and identified Himself 
with sinners. 

8. Matthew 28: 19. 

9. He is beloved and well-pleasing 
to the Father. 

10. He was finally 
beheaded. 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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Children at Home 


Using Imagination on the 
Lawn Mower 


By Thomas M. Koeppel 


ERRY pushed the lawn mower an- 
J grily back and forth over the front 
lawn. He had wanted to go to the park 
and play ball with the other boys, but 
his mother had insisted that he cut the 
lawn. Of course, she had told him last 
Monday that it had to be cut by Friday, 
but he had put it off day after day. 
Now it was Friday and he had to give 
up playing ball. 

His friend Joe came by with his glove 
and called, “Come on, Jerry, or we'll be 
late for practice.” 

“I can’t go,” replied Jerry in an angry 
voice. “I have to cut the back yard 
yet.” 

“Why didn’t you cut it before today?” 
inquired Joe. “You didn’t do anything 
yesterday except play marbles after 
school.” 

“I didn’t feel like it,” returned Jerry, 
still irritated. 

“You don’t feel like it now, either,” 
Joe pointed out, “and you are missing 
baseball practice. You like baseball 
better than marbles, don’t you?” 

“Of course,” Jerry said, kicking the 
wheel of the lawn mower viciously. 

“Then why didn’t you give up play- 
ing marbles and cut the grass yesterday 
instead of putting it off until today 
when you are missing ball practice?” 
asked Joe relentlessly. 

“I don’t know. I guess I just didn't 
think,” admitted Jerry disconsolately. 
“Do you have to cut the grass all the 
time?” he asked Joe. 

“Sure, I do, but I do it when I don't 
have anything I especially Want to do,” 
explained Joe. 

“Maybe you don’t mind cutting it, but 
I do. It’s hard to make myself begin 
to cut it even if I don’t have anything 
else to do,” he stated. 

“I don’t like to cut it, but once I get 
started it isn’t so bad. I try to make a 
game of it. Sometimes I see how fast 
I can cut it. Sometimes I see how per- 
fectly I can cut it. Sometimes I im- 
agine I’m driving a racer or a Jeep. Of 
course the game wouldn’t work if I 
waited to cut it until a day when I 
wanted to do something else very 


. much,” Joe added. 


“Maybe it would work for me, too, 
but the hard part is getting started,” 
said Jerry. 

“The way I look at it is that I know 
I have to do it, so I do it when it bothers 
me the least. I figure my parents do 
lots for me so I should do something for 
them in return,” continued Joe. 

“I never thought of it like that,” ad- 
mitted Jerry. “Come to think of it, my 
parents bought me my baseball glove 
and bat and my marbles, too. I guess 
I do owe them a lot and should cut the 
grass without being angry about it. If 
they hadn’t bought my equipment for 
me I wouldn’t be able to play ball even 
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on the days the grass doesn’t need cut- 
ting. I’m going to try your system after 
this,” resolved Jerry. 

“It works for me, I know,” repeated 
Joe, “but I’ve got to be going. I hope 
next time you can come with me. 
Good-by.” 

Just then Jerry’s mother came to the 
door and called, “If you get up early 
tomorrow morning and finish the grass 
you can go to the park now.” 

“Oh, thank you, Mother,” cried Jerry, 
“I sure will!” 

He ran into the garage, picked up his 
bat and glove, and went with Joe, re- 
solving to cut the grass on time after 
tomorrow and not be angry about it. 
He kept his resolution. 


Los ANGELES. 
x 
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Thé Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 
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Sunday, October 19 


World-Wide Ideas 
(Acts 17:26; Mic. 4:3-5; 6:8) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
R. GRAHAM SCROGGIE fas writ- 
ten, “It is useless to wash the face 
of a clock if the mainspring is broken.” 
Now such an observation does not com- 
mend untidiness, nor does it condemn 
keeping the face of a clock clean. It 
does, however, point out the foolishness 
of employing external remedies to cor- 
rect an internal breakdown. 
we 

Christians need discernment such as 
this in considering the work of the 
United Nations, to which our attention 
is directed on this United: Nations Sun- 
day. There can be no doubt that there 
is abundant room in the world today 
for all sorts of efforts to create a better 
understanding between the peoples of 
this earth, and for recognizing and help- 
ing underprivileged and needy nations. 
The United Nations has done a re- 
markable work along many such lines. 
When such efforts are rightly motivated 
and understood, Christians may well, 
and should, lend their aid and encour- 
agement. However, when such human- 
itarian efforts are promoted with the 
idea that they will solve all the world’s 
problems and usher in a golden age in 
which the “lion” nations will lie down 
with the “lamb” nations, and all will be 
Peace and love and light, Christians 
will do well to have misgivings. 

we 

The hope of the world does not lie in 
the United Nations. No matter how 
commendable or extensive may be its 
efforts, to teach other people better agri- 
cultural methods, or to provide educa- 
tional opportunities, or to create better 
Sanitation, or to promote better under- 
Standing, and the like, the hearts of 
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they will be willing to live together in 
the peace and harmony described in the 
verses from Micah that have been sug- 
gested for this topic. Only the reign of 
the Lord Jesus in the hearts and affairs 
of men can dispose men to do justly, 
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with God. Only when the Lord Jesus 
is reigning in person here on this earth 
and administering justice righteously 
and impartially, will it be safe for men 
to beat their swords into plowshares 
and their spears into pruning hooks. 


we 

Until that day dawns, there will al- 
ways be outlaw nations and individuals 
who will seek to prey upon the weak 
and helpless and will have to be re- 
strained by force. The broken main- 
springs of men’s desperately wicked 
hearts (Jer. 17:9) must be replaced by 
the transforming power of the indwell- 
ing Christ before nations can be trusted 
not to fly at the throats of other and 
weaker nations. It is right here that 
the failure of the United Nations to 
recognize the place and.person of the 
Lord Jesus Christ defeats its own efforts 
to bring harmony and lasting peace in 
the world. 

we ’ 

Christians should see, therefore, that 
if lasting peace and harmony are to 
come to this earth, it can only be 
through the righteous reign of the 
Prince of Peace, first in the hearts of 
men and then by His personal return 
and the establishment of His Kingdom 
here on earth. All efforts of good will 
and better understanding that we may 
extend toward other people will fall 
short if we withhold from them the 
proclamation of the saving, transform- 
ing power of the Lord Jesus who loved 
them and gave Himself for them. 


4 

Let us then, as followers of the Lord 
Jesus, stretch every nerve to give first 
to every nation and people a clear, 
Biblical witness to the saving power of 
Christ, not withholding material, eco- 
nomic or educational help where it is 
needed, byt making such help second- 
ary to ministering to the real heart need 
of salvation through a Saviour who is 
“able also to save thefn to the uttermost 
that come unto God by him.” 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Christian Literature Needed 


REQUEST has come from The 

Christian Education Service in 
Egypt for evangelical literature. Used 
or new books, containing biographies of 
great Christians and chapters on revival 
and soul-winning, and out-of-date peri- 
odicals and Sunday school supplies are 
desired. They will be given to ministers, 
churches, and Sunday schools. 

Packages should be marked, “Reli- 
gious printed matter, no commercial 
value,” and addressed to the Rev. 
Waheeb Fahmy, The Christian Educa- 
tion Service, c/o the Evangelical Church, 
Sannouris, Egypt, U.A.R. 
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aq re 4 


emotional?” 


our advertising was chal- 
lenged by a Christian friend as being “too 
emotional.” The question was raised as to 
whether the cases of need cited were typi- 
cal or exceptional.’ This is a serious ques- 
tion and deserves a serious and honest 
answer. 

The following excerpts from our re- 
ply to the questioner may help to a better 
understanding of the need in the areas of 
our ministry: 

“In the countries where we labor, 
poverty, misery, persecution, are the gen- 
eral rule and not the exception, These 
conditions are beyond the control of the 
individual, who is helpless and at the 
mercy of a hostile government or people. 

“My recent visit behind the Iron 
Curtain has impressed upon me the fact 
that we here in America live in a fool's 
paradise, on an island of relative pros- 

rity, amidst a sorely tried and harassed 
umanity in an ocean of real grief and 
hopelessness. 

“Ours is a world of refrigerators, air 
conditioning, and a million other con- 
veniences which we take for granted. 
Ours is a world of many freedoms and 
privileges. Theirs is a world where people 
hunger and are sick for want of food and 
clothing, where many “7 * are hud- 
dled together in huts and shacks, where 
walls are damp and roofs often leaking, 
where believers are sometimes ‘work 
over’ with knuckle , dusters. 

“The earnings of a family may average 
$30 to $40 a em not sufficient to buy po- 
tatoes, cabbage and black bread. When win- 
ter comes, unless someone moved by compas- 
sion provides for a ton of coal, the family ef 
freeze. L maong naan 3 typical, and ll 
too prevalent. I saw it wi my own es. 

. How can the anguish of , daechs * be 
portrayed in a column of print? Why should 
our emotions not be stirred? Our Lord’s emo- 
tions were stirred when He wept over His 
people. What course is open to us whom 
God has blessed and prospered, but to share 
and keep on sharing with those who have not 
ona © 5 life in their bodies, or faith 
and hope in their souls? 

For every case of need we publish there 
are a hundred just as urgent but unpubli- 
cized. Your continued fellowship in our spir- 
itual and material ministry will be deeply 
appreciated. 2 
Sample copy of ISRAEL MY GLORY, out- 
standing missionary publication, sent free to 
all who love the Lord and His cause. 


ripe | 
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Rev. Victor Buksbazen, General Secretory 
7288 Witherspoon Bidg., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
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martyrdom immortalized in 
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By ELISABETH ELLIOT 
Author of Through Gates of Splendor 


The moving biography of Jim Elliot — 
one of the jungle missionary martyrs. 
“Belongs to the very heartbeat of evan- 
gelical witness.” — Christianity Today. 
With 16 pages of photographs. $3.75 
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Transubstantiation 
(Continued from page 724) ~ 


ing involves, when pushed to its logical 
conclusion, they would refuse to believe 
it. 

The priest of the Roman Catholic 
Church in Wisconsin said in his bul- 
letin: “The Church tells us that Jesus 
remains in our bodies fifteen minutes 
after we have received Holy Commun- 
ion; that means that our thanksgiving 
ought to be at least fifteen minutes 
long, and that we should not leave the 
church until our Lord is no longer with 
us.” 

In the above-quoted work on “The 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass,” which 
bears the Nihil Obstat and imprimatur 
of Romish authorities, we are told that 
Jesus remains but a few minutes. We 
read, “. . . the Sacrament is present 
within us but for a few minutes, that 
is, so long as the species remain within 
us” (ut supra, p. 746). 

In the same volume, instructions are 
given to the wriests as to how “more 
securely to effect the destruction of the 
holy species that might still be in the 
chalice” (p. 743). 

The Word of God calls the bread 
bread after our Lord had said “This 
is my body,” and we are on safe ground 
when we speak of it as bread, even after 
the words of consecration have been 
spoken, However, it is concerning this 
bread received that the same teacher, 
the Rev. Dr. Nicholas Gihr, says: “I 
have Thee in the Sacrament truly pres- 
ent, though hidden under another form. 
. . . Thou hidest Thyself under the sac- 
ramental species. I truly have and 
adore Him whom the angels adore in 
heaven ... in silence to direct all the 
powers and faculties of the soul to the 
Heavenly Guest; to embrace with de- 
votion and ardent love the Eucharistic 
King of our heart; to glorify, to adore, 
to magnify, to petition Him” (pp. 748, 
749). 

The bread and wine used in the Lord’s 
Supper certainly do symbolize the body 
and blood of Jesus Christ given for us; 
but the Roman church has made the 
great mistake in speaking of the sym- 
bol as though it were the thing sym- 
bolized; and, accordingly, they have 
changed a simple, but beautiful and 
meaningful memorial feast into a sacri- 
fice and a carnal eating of literal flesh 
and blood. 

The authority, before quoted, says, 
“Christ’s Body and Blood remain in us 
so long as the sacramental species are 
not destroyed, they remain also after- 
ward within us” (p. 747). 

“In remembrance of me... in re- 
membrance of me” were the significant 
words used at the institution of the 
Lord’s Supper. “For as often as ye eat 
this bread, and drink this cup, ye do 
shew the Lord’s death till he come” 
(1 Cor. 11:26). Beautiful in its sim- 
plicity, this memorial feast was to re- 
mind believers of their Lord, who, on 
the day of the Ascension; was received 
up into Heaven; the same Saviour who 
said, “If I go and prepare a place for 
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you, I will come again” (John 14:1-3), 


See the feast of love is spread, 
Drink the wine and -break the bread: 
Sweet memorials, till the Lord 
Call us round His heavenly board; 
Some from earth, from Glory some, 
Severed only “Till He come!” 
—Bishop Bickersteth 
(All rights to republication of the 
foregoing article are reserved.) 


Victoria, B. C. 
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With the New Books 





Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per.cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





Teach Me to Pray. By James De- 
Forest Murch. (Standard Pub. Foun- 
dation, Cincinnati 31; $2.50.) Dr. Murch, 
formerly editor of United Evangelical 
Action and now managing editor of 
Christianity Today, has presented a 
comprehensive study of prayer. He 
deals with God’s and man’s part in it, 
the universal need for it and the var- 
ious kinds. His chapter on “How to 
Pray” is really an exposition of the 
Lord’s Prayer. 

To this reviewer, the last four chap- 
ters seem the best. Dr. Murch here 
sets forth the prayers of many Bible 
personages, including Christ, Paul, and 
others in the early church. His study of 
“Hindrances to Effective Prayer” is 
searching, listing many of them and in- 
cluding a “self-testing quiz” of twenty- 
four questions. Then he shows how we 
grow through prayer, here making it 
clear that only the new birth puts a 
man on praying ground. In his con- 
cluding chapter, “The Blessings of 
Prayer,” he tells what it does for us 
and gives many striking examples of 
answered prayer in the life of ‘unknown 
and very well-known people. His book 
is encouraging and stimulating. 


A Survey of the Old and New Testa 
ments. By Russell Bradley Jones, Th.M, 
D.D. (Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., $5.95.) A great theologian once 
said that if a person knew the Bible 
teaching about fifteen certain words he 
would. have a good knowledge of theol- 
ogy. This author has built his book 
upon one of these great Bible words. 
That word is “redemption.” He goes 
through the Bible from cover to cover 
and searches out the story of God’s re- 
deeming love. The author is head of 
the Department of Bible and Religious 
Education at Carson-Newman College, 
Jefferson City, Tenn. He studied at 
Georgetown College, Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, and Johns Hop- 
kins University. As he swings rapidly 
through the Bible, he brings to our at- 
tention many interesting and marvelous 
truths. Of the inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures he writes: “God was the source 
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and man the agent of the Holy Scrip- 
tures in such a way as to combine the 
buman and divine in a product that is 
free from error and a full revelation of 
divine truth. This inerrancy in the orig- 
inal autographs extended, we believe, to 
the very words chosen by the writers 
under the Holy Spirit’s direction.” His 
teaching on the Atonement is clear and 
to the point. He says: “Christ was the 
greatest of all great teachers, but He 
came to do more than teach; He came 
to take our sins away. He did, without 
doubt, come to tell us how to get rid of 
our sins, but He did much more than 
that; He Himself took our sins away, by 
paying the penalty of our sins.” Of the 
Virgin Birth he says: “The Son of God 
was no ordinary child. This birth of His 
was the only one of its kind in all his- 
tory. It was a miracle, different from 
the birth of every other child.” 

However, the author’s teaching on 
prophecy will not be acceptable to many 
Bible students. Let us take as an ex- 
ample his teaching in regard to the fu- 
ture of the Jews. He says: “The Old 
Testament contains many prophecies 
saying that Jehovah will restore the 
Jews to their homeland. There is not 
one of these prophecies in the New Tes- 
tament. This can only mean that the 
Old ‘Testament prophecies were fulfilled 
when the Jews were restored to their 
land under Zerubbabel, Ezra, and Ne- 
hemiah. . . . They went back, as He de- 
clared they would. They were there in 
great numbers’ when Jesus came. [If 
they had accepted their Messiah, when, 
by His resurrection, He proved His 
claim, what a mighty nation they would 
have become. . . . God has nowhere in 
the Scriptures promised to take them 
back to the land again.” We regret that 
such teaching mars what is otherwise a 
helpful volume. 


Sacramental Teaching and Practice in 
the Reformation Churches. By G. W. 
Bromiley. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $1.50). After a 
teview of the teaching of the Reformers 
‘about baptism and the Lord’s Supper, 
the author concludes that the early 
Protestants were true to the Bible. He 
cautions, however, that it is of the es- 
sence of the Reformation churches to be 
‘ready to receive from the Holy Spirit 
hew or better understanding, so long as 
it is genuinely from the Bible itself.” 
Then he concludes that the sacraments, 
besides being understood, must be used, 
for it is in their use that God’s purpose 
in them is fulfilled. 


Co-operative Evangelism. By Robert 
0. Ferm, Th.D. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 75 cents.) This 
is a strong defense of Billy Graham’s 
evangelistic methods as well as of what 
he preaches. Dr. Ferm, dean of stu- 
dents at Houghton College, has obvi- 
ously done considerable research to 
produce this 100-page, paper-covered 
book and he has rendered a real service 
to the whole cause of present-day evan- 
gelism. In the first chapter, Dr. Ferm 
takes up “Some Aspects of Mid-Century 
Evangelism,” speaking of the barrage 
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of criticism aimed at Dr. Graham, and 
of favorable opinions expressed by edi- 
tors and others, and saying that “Billy 
Graham has become a kind of test case.” 
Evangelism is defined in the second 


chapter, in which Dr. Ferm gives first - 


place to the definitions of several schol- 
arly writers and evangelists. Chapters 
three and four make up the larger 
part of the book, and in them the 
author presents a careful study of co- 
operative evangelism in the New Testa- 
ment, and the same thing in history. 
Going back to the work and writings 
of six famous evangelists of the past, 
he gathers striking illustrations and 
impressive quotations from Jonathan 
Edwards, George Whitefield, John 
Wesley, Charles G. Finney, Dwight L. 
Moody, and Billy Sunday. He shows 
that ‘these men were criticized in much 
the same way as Billy Graham is today, 
that they spent little or no time in 
answering their critics, and that it is 
the evangelists and not the critics who 
are remembered today. Dr. Ferm is 
clear on the vital importance of sound 
doctrine; and in his concluding chapter 
he makes a strong plea for more love 
among those who believe and preach 
the Word, as Billy Graham does. “Most 
important of all,” he writes, “these are 
days when Christians should join hands 
in prayer for every fruitful work of 
making Christ known. . . . Let us up- 
hold and not hinder!” 


Understanding the Old Testament. 
By Bernhard W. Anderson; and Under- 
standing the New Testament. By 
Howard Clark Kee and Franklin W. 
Young. (Prentice-Hall, Inc., Englewood 
Cliffs, N. J.; $7.95 each.) It is a pity 
that such attractive books as these (they 
are a credit to the printing trade and 
the bookmaker’s art) should be so full 
of the humanistic and rationalistic mode 
of expressing and explaining things 
spiritual. Evangelicals will be deeply 
disappointed upon examining them 
to learn that men of Liberal theological 
persuasion are still actively engaged in 
using the terminology and propagating 
views that do not do justice to the Holy 
Bible—its divine source, its record of 
supernaturally inspired and empowered 
words and works. It is granted that 
much can be learned from these pages 
in terms of becoming better acquainted 
with the historical settings of the var- 
ious sections of the-~- Biblical account, 
for, obviously Messrs. Anderson, Kee, 
and Young have worked hard and long 
to gather and present so thoroughly and 
in good, readable style such a. wealth of 
facts as are here available. As stated 
by the authors, the books have been 
written “to help modern readers under- 
stand the Bible by enabling them in 
some measure to enter the life of the 
communities that produced the Old and 
New Testaments.” To accomplish “this, 
the writers have sought to “enter the 
thought world of the people who pro- 
duced the Bible,” and to “study the life 
situations in which their convictions 
came to them.” Pictures of the land, 
the art, and the architecture of Biblical 
times, and maps and charts are used to 
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supplement the story of what are to 
many Christians unfamiliar times and 
places. A survey of the contents of the 
various books of the Bible is of course 
included. But, these pages must be 
read with discrimination if the mists of 
ignorance of ancient times and of Bibli- 
cal contents that enshroud Modern 
minds are to be harmlessly dispelled. 
Otherwise, the reader will be led into 
a dangerous misunderstanding of vital 
Old and New Testament teachings. Dr. 
Anderson is Dean and Professor of 
Biblical Theology, the Theological 
School, Drew University. Dr. Kee also 
teachés at Drew Theological School, and 
Dr. Young teaches at the Episcopal 
Theological Seminary of the Southeast. 


Great Prayers of the Bible. By 
Claude Bunzel. (Twentieth ,Century 
Evangelism, P.O. Box 345, Pasadena, 
Calif., $1.50, paper.) Christ’s disciples 
made the request of Him, “Lord, teach 
us to pray.” One way He' has of teach- 
ing us is through the prayers recorded 
in the Bible. The author of this excel- 
lent book has made a thorough study 
of ten of the longest prayers recorded 
in the Word of God. He tells us that 
“all of the prayers of the Bible offered 
by God’s people are great prayers in 
one way or another.” He begins with 
the first fully recorded prayer in the 
Word, Abraham's prayer for Lot, and 
ends with Christ’s prayer for unity. 
The other prayers studied are those 
made by David, Solomon, Jehoshaphat, 
Jonah, Habakkuk, Daniel, Ezra, and the 
Levites’ prayer recorded in Nehemiah. 
The author goes fully into the circum- 
stances that occasioned these prayers. 
As the believer reads this study of the 
prayers of the men of the Bible, he be- 
gins to see where he has failed in this 
important duty of every Christian. 
How much more must’ be said before 
we Christians see the one thing that is 
needful in our lives? This is a heart- 
searching and valuable book. Twen- 
tieth Century Evangelism is doing a 
great service in publishing, in an inex- 
pensive form, a wide variety of Chris- 
tian literature. It is hoped that its 
other productions are as valuable as 
this. 


New Testament Commentary: 1 .and 
2 Timothy and Titus. By William 
Hendriksen. (Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $6.) The pres- 
ent volume is one of a series that will, 
when completed, cover the entire New 
Testament. It is a soundly evangelical 
treatment of the texts of Paul’s Epistles 
to Timothy and to Titus. Nothing 
is ignored or overlooked: passages, 
phrases, words needing explanation, and 
comment are given careful attention. 
The meanings of Greek words are sup- 
plied in a way that the layman can 
understand. The author has provided 
his own clear translation of the text, a 
good outline for each of the three let- 
ters, and, after thorough verse-by-verse 
analyses, a synthesis (summary) of the 
contents of each chapter. Footnotes 
containing additional .scholarly infor- 
mation are supplied in full measure. 
Here are 400 pages of interesting as 
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well as enlightening exposition to de- 
light the mind and heart of the Bible- 
believer. Any teacher or preacher of 
the Word of God who consults them 
will be the better equipped for the ful- 
fillment of his calling. 


An Introduction to the Apocrypha. 
By Bruce M. Metzger. (Oxford Uni- 
versity Press, New York 11; $4.) Any- 
one to whom the Apocryphal books are 
an unknown quantity, a mysterious 
world, will find this to be a helpful 
work, its theological interpretations and 
conclusions excepted. The author, pro- 
fessor of New Testament Language and 
Literature at Princeton Theological 
Seminary, presents here a survey of 
the contents of list and 2nd Esdras, 
Tobit, Judith, Wisdom of Solomon, Ec- 
clesiasticus, Bel and the Dragon, Ist 
and 2nd Maccabees, and other writings 
of like nature. Included in these pages 
are a discussion of the relationship of 
the Apocrypha to the teachings of the 
New Testament; a brief history of the 
use of the Apocrypha in the church; 
and additional interesting facts that 
show the influence of the Apocrypha on 
English literature, music, and art. All 
quotations used here from the Bible 
and from the Apocrypha are from the 
Revised Standard Version. Sunday 
School Times readers will of course 
understand that the Apocryphal books 
are of doubtful authority or authorship 
and are not included in the canon of 
Scripture by Evangelicals. The com- 
mendation of the present volume for 
the information it contains is not to be 
construed as carrying with it blanket 
approval of the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion of the Bible or of other works 
mentioned in its pages whose authors 
hold Liberal theological views. This 
book is attractive in format as well as 
informative in content. 


Melanchthon, the Quiet Reformer. 
By Clyde Manschreck. (Abingdon Press, 
Nashville 2; $6.) The author had two 
purposes when he wrote this work. He 
reviews, with good documentation, the 
life of the m&m who was in the shadow 
of Martin Luther. As a biography, the 
book is interesting and thought-provok- 
ing. Melanchthon is seen as his thought 
is molded by the Scriptures in the cruci- 
ble of the Reformation, the thought 
which, when committed to writing, 
constituted the first theology of the Re- 
formers. But the author quite evidently 
has a second purpose. He defends Me- 
lanchthon against the traditional charges 
of vacillating, compromising, and ration- 
alizing. To do this, he appeals to 
Melanchthon’s motives—he was distrust- 
ful of himself, of human reason; he de- 
sired peace, if not at all costs, at least at 
great cost. This thesis may be true, but 
the present volume is not altogether con- 
vincing. 


Ecumenism and the Evangelical. By 
J. Marcellus Kik. (Presbyterian and 
Reformed Pub. Co., Philadelphia 7; 
$3.50.) When a postmillennialist views 
the modern scene, it is to be expected 
that some of the urgency and expect- 
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ancy often found in premillennialists 
will be missing. Such is the case in this 
volume, where there is also an optimism 
expressed in the words, “The coming 
great church.” Mr. Kik looks at the 
present church through the eyes of a 
Conservative, and eschews Romanism 
and Modernism. He believes that the 
goal of the ecumenical movement can 
only be achieved by those who believe 
in the authority of the Scriptures, the 
deity of Christ, the substitutionary 
atonement, and the reality of His sec- 
ond coming. He believes that the Scrip- 
tures call for an ecumenical church, not 
as a mere ideal or a confession of faith, 
but as a goal toward which present- 
day Evangelicals must strive. There is 
much that is good here, but the re- 
viewer misses the spirit that pervades 
the New Testament. Where are the 
“perilous times”? Is there no command 
to “separate”? When Christ returns, 
will He find faith on the earth? 


One Thing Is Needful. By Mrs. Paul J. 
Knecht. (The Word and Work, 2518 
Portland Ave., Louisville 12; $3) A 
book for all women that all men ought 
to read also. It should challenge the 
hearts and minds of thinking men and 
women everywhere. Mrs. Knecht has 
dared to write a book that seeks to 
raise the standards of conduct and, at 
the same time, faces the reality of sin 
and sordidness and points to their rem- 
edy. She emphasizes the power of the 
Bible and Jesus Christ, the theme of the 
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CHRISTIAN COUPLE WANTED 


As house parents at the school for the 
children of the missionaries of 


THE MEXICAN INDIAN MISSION 


now numbering seven, situated in an 
excellent location in the town of 
Necaxa, Puebla, Mexico. 
If interested please write to 
Mexican Indian Mission, Inc. 
325 N. 13th St. Phila. 7, Pa. 














“HOW GREAT THOU ART” 


FREE COPIES of this greatly blessed hymn satiate 
churches, choirs, me Enclose post 

State num required. 1 PION! 

MISSION, 989 Bay Street, Toronto, Canada. 





Bible, to save and keep the Christian 
home. The author aims to help wives 
and mothers to recognize their spiritual 
responsibility to God in their homes. 
She sees mother’s place to be a key one, 
father’s place to be the highest, but, 
after all, that “it is God that worketh 
in you both to will and to do of his good 
pleasure” (Phil. 2:13). Every home 
should have this book. 


Paul and Jesus. By H. N. Ridderbos. 
(Presbyterian. and Reformed Pub. Co., 
Phila. 7; $3.75.) The author is professor 
of New Testament, Kampan Theo- 
logical Seminary, Netherlands. The 
book first appeared written in his native 
tongue (Dutch); it is now available in 
this English translation. Here is a 
strong apologetic with exposition and 
exegesis of the message of the Apostle 
Paul in terms of reference to himself, 
and to the person and work of Christ; 
and with answers to the question, 
“Paul’s teachings: revelation or myth?” 
(to the embarrassment of the leaders of 
Modern schools of criticism). Though 
a specialized approach, the work will 
also serve as an introduction to Paul’s 
Epistles, in that the main perspectives 
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of his writings are set forth and ana- 
lyzed while they are being compared 
with the teachings of the Lord Jesus 
concerning Himself, as set forth in the 
Gospels. It is a penetrating, posi- 
tive, and powerful treatment greatly 
strengthening the orthodox position, 
and, at the same timé, therefore, greatly 
weakening the Liberal, or Modernistic 
stand on the subject of the source and 
Significance of the Apostle Paul’s 
preaching. 


Cherokee Run. By Barbara Claassen 
Smucker. ‘(Herald Press, Scottdale, Pa., 
$2.50.) Katie Becker loved her new 
homeland. From the very first, the 
State of Kansas, with its fields of wav- 
ing, golden grain, had seemed just like 
her native Ukraine. And though she 
was only twelve years old, she was de- 
termined to take part in the land rush 
over in Oklahoma with her father and 
brother, Menno. On a certain day, peo- 
ple would come from near and far, line 
up on the starting line, and, at the sig- 
nal, race as fast as their feet or horses 
could carry them to claim for their own 
the most desirable piece of land they 
could find. Although he steals their 
land claim, the Beckers, through kind- 
ness and Christian love help td win 
to the Lord Jeb Taylor, meanest, tough- 
est man in Oklahoma. Based upon 
historical fact, this tale of early Men- 
nonite settlers in the West, attractively 
illustrated, will entrance the boys and 
girls for whom it was written, and 


adults as well. 
The Conflict With Rome. By Gerrit 
C. Berkouwer. (Presbyterian and Re- 


formed Pub. Co., Philadelphia 7; $5.95.) 
If one takes the word “conflict” in the 
title of this book to mean that it is an 
abusive tirade against the Papacy, one 
will have missed the author’s meaning. 
As he himself suggests, he is more in- 
terested in “conference” than in “con- 
flict.” But it is only his manner that is 
irenic—his logic is powerful; his appeals 
to Scripture are devastating to Romish 
claims. He deals, not with isolated doc- 
trines taught by Rome, but with the 
papal system itself, and one sees the 
doctrines as part of a system that is 
pernicious to the core. The reading is 
not easy: there is full documentation, 
and Berkouwer quotes directly from 
Romish sources. Nevertheless, the Prot- 
estant who wants to be enlightened will 
have this book’ on his shelf, and will re- 
fer to it again and again. 


More Precious Than Gold. By Jean 
Bryars. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; 85 
cents, paper.) Evelyn thought that her 
fiancé, Dick, was the most wonderful 
man in the world, even though he was 
not a Christian. So she was totally 
unprepared for his sudden decision to 
break their engagement. How the Lord 
leads her through many troubles into a 
full understanding of His will for her 
life provides a wholesome and enter- 
taining short novel. Though this book 
will not be classed as a great literary 
achievement, it will impress young peo- 
ple with the importance of fully com- 
mitting their lives into the Saviour’s 
hands. 
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Books for a Seminary 


HE San Francisco Conservative Bap. 

tist Theological Seminary has opened 
this fall. Sound books on theology, 
church history, the Christian life, and 
the like, are needed for the seminary 
library. 

Readers who would like to contribute 
new or used books in good condition 
may send them to the San Francisco 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 1223 
Franklin Street, San Francisco 9, Calif, 


x 


Reprints of J. Edgar Hoover's 
Sunday School Article 


IMES readers will remember the 
excellent article, “The Role of the 
Sunday School,” published in the Truss, 
February 23, 1957, in which John Edgar 
Hoover, Director of the F.B.L, told why 
the Sunday school is needed today. 
This is available in reprint form and 
is suitable for neighborhood distribu- 
tion in membership drives, or in prep- 
aration for Rally Day or other special 
occasions. It is a message also suitable 
for pupils to take home to parents. 
The reprints are on a single sheet, 
8% x11 inches, with ample space on the 
reverse side for the imprint of your 
church or Sunday school and an invita- 
tion to your services. The modest cost 
makes possible a wide distribution. 
Copies may be had, postpaid, at 3 
cents each; 25 cents a dozen; $1.50 a 
hundred; $6 for five hundred; or $10 
a thousand. Address The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. 13th St., Phila- 
delphia 5. 


x 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





oy Bible Readings . the Internationd 
ssons, issued the International 
Sunday School ss0n, Committee. 


October 13 to 19 


Mon., Oct. 13.—Luke 2:41-45. 
The Boy Jesus 
PraYER Succestions: “Now his-parents 
went to Jerusalem every year at the 
feast of the passover. And when he 
was twelve years old, they went up 
Jerusalem after the custom of the 
feast.” The divine record of Christ’ 
visiting the Temple when twelve yeafi 
old is thrilling and amazing. Every 
event in the life of God incarnate, the 


virgin’s son, is an everlasting wonder. 


His was the most misunderstood and 
maligned life in this world, but now it 
is crowned with glory and honor. Di- 
vine glory flashed out of His pure and 
perfect soul, and men beheld His glory 
as the glory of the Father full of grac 
and truth. If Christ in humility is 9 
glorious, what must be His likeness noW 
as He is seated at the right hand 0 
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Christ may grow and glow more day ? 
day. 
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Tues., Oct. 144.—Luke 2:46-52. 

In His Father’s House. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “In the temple, 
sitting in the midst of the doctors, both 
hearing them, and asking them ques- 
tions.” Our Saviour in that first visit 
fo His. Father’s house was concerned 
about the things that pertained to its 
sanctity, service, and spiritual glory. 
He was no sight-seer, but a prophet, 
priest, and king in His Father’s house. 
His succeeding Temple visits had these 
bjectives in view. Learn from your 
Redeemer to be ‘interested chiefly in 
things pertaining to the Kingdom of 
God. Pray today that the work of the 
lord will prosper in your church. 


Wed., Oct. 15.—Matt. 3:1-6. 

John the Baptizer. 
Prayer Succestions: “John . . . preach- 
ing in the wilderness .. . Repent ye: for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
John the Baptizer had only one thing 





in view, and that was preparing the 
Way of the Lord. Groundwork with 
souls, making them conscious of their 
sins and sinful nature and necessity for 
tegeneration is necessary today. The 
Tevolution needed in the souls called 
“conversion” is that of dethroning Satan 
and enthroning Christ. This is as need- 
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ful now as when the Baptizer preached 
repentance. Pray for more understand- 
ing and preaching of the necessity for 
new birth. 


Thurs., Oct. 16.—Matt. 3:7-12. 
“Mightier Than I.” 
Prayer SucGcestTions: “He that cometh 
after me is mightier than I, whose shoes 
I am not worthy to bear: he shall bap- 
tize you with the Holy Ghost, and with 
fire.” John knew that he was only a 
son of Adam, and that Jesus Christ was 
truly the only begotten Son of God. He 
considered himself as the herald an- 
nouncing the visit of the King of Glory 
who came down from Heaven for the 
purpose of putting away the sin of the 
world by the sacrifice of Himself, the 
Lamb of God. Pray that you may have 
such a worthy concept of yourself and 
your Lord. 


Fri., Oct. 17—Matt. 3:13-17. 
“My Beloved Son.” 
PRAYER SuaGcesTions: “And lo a voice 
from heaven, saying, This is my beloved 
Son,'in whom I am well pleased.” The 
Greek aorist tense of the verb, used 
in the words “thou art” etc., indicates 


the absolute and permanent satisfaction ° 


which the Father has in His only begot- 
ten Son. What a difference between 
the first and the last Adam! By the 
first, sin came into this world; and by 
the last, salvation. “Eternal honors 
crown the brow of the Son of God who 
stooped so low. What Adam lost, Christ 
will restore for souls that love Him and 
adore.” Pray for deeper understanding 
of the words: “God was in Christ, rec- 
onciling the world unto himself” (2 
Cor. 5:19). 


Sat., Oct. 18.—Phil. 2:5-11. 
Identified With Men. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Found in fash- 
ion as a man.” God’s incarnation in 
human flesh for the purposes of our 
salvation from sin and the power of 
Satan, and for our residence with Him 
and all the redeemed in that Paradise 
that Satan lost by his fall, forever will 
be the supreme wonder of the universe. 


‘The song eternal in Heaven will be that 


stated in Revelation 1:5: “Unto him 
that loved us, and washed us from our 
sins in his own blood.” Pray that you 
may glory in the cross of your Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ more and 
more. 


Sun., Oct. 19.—John 3:25-36. 
John’s Testimony. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “He must in- 
crease, but I must decrease.” As stars 
disappear when the sun rises in his 
strength, so John the Baptist faded from 
view when the Messiah began His 
earthly ministry. No human being ever 
was entrusted with such prophetic min- 
istry of old time as John, and no mortal 
man ever made a more noble and mov- 
ing witness to Christ than he. The 
rising of “the Sun of righteousness” be- 
ginning to shine upon men, thrilled the 
soul of John beyond words at the time 
his own work was in the decline. Does 
your soul ‘glow with pleasure when 
Christ is magnified at your expense? 

Pray for Johnlike humility. 


(23) 739 





ITS A LONG TIME 


In October, 1894, the Lord 
used a converted rabbi, Leopold 
Cohn, to establish the work 
which is now the American 
Board of Missions to the Jews, 
Inc. God has prospered and 
blessed this work. 


Sixty-four years is a long time—* 
over two generations. Without 
blare of trumpets, this work has 
faithfully gone about the King’s 
business and has tried constantly 
to bear witness to the truth. Our 
witness has been twofold: first, 
to the Jew with the message of 
salvation through the shed blood 
of the Lamb of God; and second, 
to the church with an earnest 
plea that the Jew shall be re- 
stored to the place which God 
assigned to him in His divinely 
appointed missionary program. 
The. Lord has honored and 
blessed both of these testimonies, 
and it has been our delight to 
know that we are doing His will. 


We say all of this not boast- 
fully, but in humble gratitude to 
the Lord who has put us here and 
cared for us through the years. 


“Hitherto hath the Lord helped 


” 


us. 


The Chosen People is sent to 
all who are led by the Lord to 


contribute to this important work. 








American Board of Missions.———- 
to the Jews, Inc. 
236 West 72nd Street, Dept. 6 
New York 23, N. Y. 


Canadian Office: 
39 King William St., Hamilton, Ont., Canada 


I do want to help the Jews. Here is $__ 


Use it as God directs, to make known the 
saving power of the Lord Jesus Christ to 
Israel. 
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DOES THE 
BIBLE BELONG 
IN EDUCATION? 


One hundred years ago, the 
Bible was the most important 
textbook in American schools. 
Most of the great colleges and 
universities of our nation were 
founded upon Biblical prin- 
ciples. Today, many of these 
same institutions have discard- 
ed the Bible from their curri- 
culum and their classrooms. 
The Word of God has been de- 
clared unscientific, full of 
error, controversial, old-fash- 
ioned, or just too unimportant 
to merit a place in modern 
education. 


ll 
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Bible. But in reality the Bible is too progressive for modern 
man. The Bible, the divine revelation of the Creator and Sus- 
tainer of our universe, has the answers for men of our Nuclear 


Age just as it had for men of all previous ages. 


DUCATION purports to lead men and women into fuller 
understanding of truth. How, then, can there be any real edu- 
cation where the Bible, the great Sourcebook of all truth, is 


excluded. 


HE Bible has a vital role to play in the education of our young 

people, if they are to be wise and effective leaders. America 
needs men and women in government, the professions, business, 
industry, the home — young men and women who, in addition 
to other subjects, have been schooled in the greatest textbook 
of all, the Bible. 


HE responsibility of a Bible College is greater than ever 
before. It must assume responsibility for the type of college 
training the secular colleges and universities refuse to give. To 
do this, it must be strengthened by the moral, spiritual and fi- 
nancial support of people like you— people who still believe 


that the Bible has a place in modern education. 


ILADELPHIA Bible Institute is now Philadelphia College 

of Bible. We are not a liberal arts college offering some Bible 
but a College of Bible also offering liberal arts courses. This 
“Program of Progress” will require a fund of $95,000 to expand 
library facilities, enlarge our faculty, add more dormitory rooms, 
classrooms, building improvements, chapel renovation and music 


department equipment. 


HE success of this venture of faith will depend upon the sup- 
port of Christian friends all over America who stand with us’ 
in our convictions, Please write us of your prayer interest and 
support and we will send you a special booklet and letter from 
our new President, Dr. Charles C. Ryrie. We believe God has. 


sent us Dr. Ryrie to lead us in this great forward movement. 


PHILADELPHIA COLLEGE OF BIBLE, 1800 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania. 


October 4, 1958 
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ODERN man may think himself too progressive for the 
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